orce 
ions 
law- 
, in- 
tion 


ar of 
ssed 
itish 
vady 
lical 


have 
had 
been 
have 
the 


inion 
tter. 
call 


your 
v, in 
edal, 
rant, 
ould 
urs, 


THE LANCET. 








VoL. I.) 


LONDON, 8 SATURDAY, JANUARY 28 28, 1837. 


[1s6-37. 





LECTURES 


ON 
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, 
NOW IN COURSE OF DELIVERY 
AT THE 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 
By PROFESSOR A. T. THOMSON. 


Lecrure XVII. 

PreGnancy (continued) : — Infanticide by 
Abortion ; its frequency in some countries. 
The English Law against Abortion and the 
Concealment of Pregnancy. Abortion by 
Accident. Abortion natural with some 
Women. Procured by Purgative Medi- 
cines, Diuretics, Cantharides, Savine, Ergot 
of Rye, Instruments, External Mechanical 
Injuries, and Injections, Miss Burns’ Case. 
Law against Accessories to Abortion. Ascer- 
tainment of Criminal Abortion by Exami- 
nation of Mother and Fatus.—Death of a 
Fetus in Utero. 


GentLemen :—The next branch of our sub- 
ject to which I have to direct your attention 
is infanticide, a crime which is justly visited 
by the utmost severity of the law. The con- 
sideration of the question resolves itself into 
two heads, namely, feticide, or criminal 
abortion,—that is, the destructions of the 
foetus in utero; and infanticide, or the mur- 
der of achild either in the act of parturition, 
or immediately after it is born. 

Abortion, in the common sense of the term, 
implies the expulsion of the foetus from the 
uterus before it has arrived at that degree 
of perfection, in its organs, which i is requi- 
site to maintain its indep t exi 
this distinguishes abortion from premature 
labour. 

Many causes concur to produce abortion ; 
but unless the individual herself take par- 
ticular means to produce it, or unless it be 
caused by the interference of another per- 
son, who intends to produce it, abortion is 
notacrime, I am of opinion, with Dr. W. 
Hunter, that criminal abortion is a rare 
crime, and that innocent women have been 
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accused of it, and have been victims to 
vague and inconclusive evidence ; some- 
times from the ignorance of medical wit- 
nesses ; at other times from the prejudices 
of juries, and the horror which the crime 
naturally excites in the human mind, It is 
nevertheless true, that the practice of in- 
ducing abortion for criminal purposes has 
prevailed from the earliest periods ; and in 
some parts of the globe, both foeticide and 
infanticide, if not encouraged, are overlooked 
by the state, with the view of keeping down 
the excess of population. In Madagascar, 
according to the testimony of Mr. WILLIAMs, 
the Missionary, it is a common crime, insti- 
gated by the mothers, although the fathers 
are the instruments of its execution. In a 
conversation which that gentleman had with 
some Englishmen, after a residence of four- 
teen years in the island, he offered to verify 
what he heard stated, regarding the fre- 
quency of infanticide, by calling into the 
room two female. domestics, with whose 
previous life he was unacquainted, but who 
had been converted to Christianity by him. 
On questioning them, whether they had ever 
killed any children, one acknowledged that 
she had borne seven, the other that she had 
borne nine children, all of whom had been 
murdered by their desire. This crime is 
also one of the chief causes of the depopu- 
tation of Otaheite,* almost all the ‘female 
infants being murdered. In China the crime, 
it is well known, is too common ; but Mr. 
Davies,t who was resident twenty years in 
Canton, affirms, that the extent of it has 
been greatly exaggerated by travellers. In 
the Society Islands the custom of destroying 
infants is not now so common as it used to 


Formerly, in this country, (England), the 
crime of focticide was capital only when 
drugs were administered to effect it ; but by 
an Act of Parliament, brought in by Lord 
ELLeNBoROUGH in 1803, the obtaining crimi- 
nal abortion by any means is felony. The 
Act states,—“ That if any person shall wil- 


* See a paper on this subject by Mr. Wilson, 
surgeon to he th S. Porpoise, Edin, Med. and Surg. 
Journal, vol. ii. p. 289. 
+ Davies on China, published by the Society for 
the Diffusion of Knowledge, _ 
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fully administer, or cause to be adminis- 
tered, any medicine, drug, or other substance 
whatever, or use, or cause to be used or 
employed, any instrument, with intent to 
procure the miscarriage of any woman not 
being, or not being proved to be, quick 
with child, at the time of committing such 
thing, or using such means, then, and in 
every such case, the person so offending, 
their counsellors, aiders, and abettors, shall 
be and are declared guilty of felony, and 
shall be liable to be fined, imprisoned, set 
in and upon the pillory, public or privately 
whipped, or transported beyond the sea for 
any term not exceeding fourteen years.” 
You will observe, in this quotation from the 
Act, a singular instance of the difficulty of 
rooting out prejudice from the mind, for in 
the wording of it the crime is thought to be 
of a minor degree if the woman have not 
quickened, an opinion which is extraordi- 
vary, if we reflect on the late period at 
which this Act was passed. The same Act 
ordains, that administering medicines,drugs, 
&e. &c., with the intent to procure abortion, 
after quickening, shall be punished with 
death. This distinction with respect to the 
periods in which criminal abortion is effected, 
demonstrates, very strongly, the necessity 
of lawyers and statesmen consulting medi- 
cal men, prior to framing Acts which in- 
volve physiological questions. As the Act 
now stands, you must be prepared to shape 
your testimony so as to meet its provisions. 

Feeticide, or criminal abortion, may be de- 
fined—The premature expulsion of the foetus 
from the uterus, before it is capable of main- 
taining a separate existence, by the adminis- 
tration of medicines, or other means. The 
criminality in this case does not rest with 
the woman herself, but by the act which I 
have quoted,—“ Every one aiding, or using 
means, to procure the miscarriage of a 
woman quick with child is guilty of felony.” 

The ancient statutes against infanticide 
were cruel and barbarous. In the sixteenth 
century every unmarried woman concealing 
her pregnancy even, was guilty of felony; 
and in the reign of James Tue First an Act 
was passed by which the jury were obliged 
to convict on presumptive evidence, This 
Act continued in force for nearly ninety 
years. In 1809, the concealment of preg- 
nancy was declared to be merely a misde- 
meanour, punishable with imprisonment not 
exceeding two years; and the same proofs 
as in charges of ordinary howicide were de- 
clared to be necessary to convict a woman 
of child murder. 

It is necessary that every young prac- 
titioner should be fully aware of this law, 
for large bribes have been offered by wealthy 
criminals for the assistance of medical men 
to perpetrate this crime. It is also proper 


to state to you, that in such a case, and in 
every instance connected with the municipal 
law of the kingdom, no person at the age of 
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discretion, who is compos mentis, is allowed 
to plead ignorance. “ Ignorantia juris, quod 
quisque tenetur scire, neminem excusat,” 
is the maxim of our own law as it was of 
the Roman law. 

In a case Rex vr. Parker, we also find, 
that soliciting a woman to the act before 
delivery is also felony :—‘* A counselled a 
pregnant woman to murder her child when 
it should be born; and she murdered it 
accordingly. A was held to be accessory 
to the murder, the procurement before the 
birth being considered as a felony continued 
after the birth, and until the murder was 
perpetrated by that procurement.” 

In entering upon the physiological con- 
sideration of this subject, the question pre- 
sents itself,—What are the medicines, or 
other means, by which feeticide is effected? 
In reply it is scarcely necessary to say, that 
the ancient idea that certain medicines 
exert a specific influence on the uterus has 
been satisfactorily refuted; at the same 
time it cannot be denied, that whatever 
causes such a degree of disturbance in the 
general system as to interrupt the ordinary 
functions of one or more of the organs, and 
to produce a morbid action in its stead, ma: 
involve the uterus in the general shock, and 
cause the premature expulsion of its con- 
tents. This may, undoubtedly, result from 
the administration of violent medicines given 
with the criminal intention of procuring 
abortion; but it may, also, result from 
natural causes, and from shocks given to the 
habit, over which the individual had no con- 
trol; and, therefore, although the abortion 
may be associated with disgrace, yet it may 
not be of a criminal nature. On this account 
the utmost caution is requisite in deciding, 
even in instances of illegitimate pregnancy, 
and in the face of popular prejudice, on the 
guilt of a female placed wader the most sus- 
picious circumstances, Thus an unmarried 
female who from imprudence has become 
pregnant, may feel so strongly the disgrace 
of her situation that her state of mind will 
influence the uterine functions, and cause 
abortion ; or, what is more likely to produce 
it, some sudden alarm may occur sufficient 
to cause it, and if the pregnancy be advanced, 
and, nevertheless, no baby-linen and other 
necessary articles for a lying-in room be 
provided, strong suspicions, yet utterly un- 
founded, may attach to the female. It is, 
nevertheless, true that great alarms and 
other causes sufficient to excite perturbation 
of the nervous system may happen, and yet 
no abortion follow. Mauriceaux mentions 
that a woman jumped from the third fioor of 
her house when on fire, and fractured her 
arm, yet no abortion followed. Dr. Denmay 
relates another very remarkable case, A 
female may, also, take strong cathartic me- 
dicines when disgrace is connected with her 
pregnancy, and abortion may take place, 





without any criminality on her part. In 
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some women, also, there is such a pe- 
culiarity of the uterus to contract, at a 
certain period of gestation, that it seems im- 
possible for it to retain its contents beyond 
acertain time, and, as Dr. Denman expresses 
himself, “it cannot be quieted till it has 
excluded the ovum.” Now this may be the 
case of a female who is, for the first time, 
pregnant with a bastard child, and it may 
expose her to the charge of criminal abor- 
tion, It behoves us, therefore, to inquire 
into the possibility of this peculiarity; and 
some judgment of its existence may be form- 
ed from the examination of the ovum which 
has been expelled. We generally find it in 
such a state that it has ceased to grow ; the 
foetus is often decayed, and its retention 
could not have rendered it fit for the office 
which it was designed to fulfil, consequently 
it is expelled as an extraneous and foreign 
body. But it is an undeniable fact that 
medicines, taken with the criminal view of 
causing abortion, sometimes succeed ; and, 
consequently, the practitioner should be 
fully aware of the nature of those medicines, 
and of their infuence on the habit ina state 
of pregnancy, if he do not wish to makea 
very awkward appearance in the witness- 
box. Let us examine what they are. 

Purgative medicines, of a drastic kind, 
when given in large doses, and frequently 
repeated, in the condition of pregnancy of a 
delicate female, may cause abortion; but 
that is not a certain sequence of the admi- 
nistration of drastic cathartics, and when it 
occurs it is likely to cause the death of the 
mother as well as that of her progeny. Dr. 
Rusu, of America, states, that during the 
yellow fever of 1793, he prescribed large 
doses of calomel and jalap, without any in- 
jury either to the mother or the child; and 
itis well known that the usual purgative 
pill of the common people is a compound of 
aloes and colocynth, both of which are said 
to influence the uterus, yet abortion from 
that cause rarely occurs. 

Much, it has been asserted, depends on 
the period of the pregnancy, the habits of 
the female, and her rank of life in society; 
also, in the early stages of pregnancy 
women are more liable to abortion, and that 
this is the case with those who lead a dissi- 
pated and licentious life, and whose consti- 
tutions, on this account, are both enfeebled 
and rendered highly irritable. Now, it is 
a mistaken notion that drastic purgatives 
more readily cause abortion in the early 
stages of pregnancy; on the contrary, the 
uterus is less likely to be affected by vici- 
nity of action at that period. The increased 
irritability of the habit induced by dissipa- 
tion, certainly augments the susceptibility of 
the uterus to sympathetic impressions, and, 
consequently, favours abortion from the use 
of purgatives. In the higher ranks of life, 
where the circumstances that lead to abor- 
tion from purgatives are most likely to occur, 
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we seldom have an opportunity of witness” 
ing their influence, and should pregnancy in 
the unmarried female of rank take place, 
the disgrace can be more easily concealed ; 
but in the middling and the lower ranks i; 
occasionally happens that drastic purgatives 
are taken to procure abortion; and when 
we are called upon to decide upon the guilt 
of an individual so situated, we must in- 
quire into the state of her health and her 
habits of life, before we decide that the 
taking of such medicines has really caused 
the effect which has led to the inquiry. 
Those which are most likely to cause tenes- 
mus are most likely to cause miscarriage ; 
such, for example, as scammony, gamboge, 
black and white hellebore, croton oil, and 
colchicum. Emetics are much less likely 
to produce abortion than cathartics, but 
although they may be safely administered, 
with due precaution, in every period of 
pregnancy, yet instances have occurred in 
which they have occasioned abortion. 

Diuretics form another class of medicines 
which is supposed to bring on abortion; and 
some writers on Midwifery forbid the use 
of them during pregnancy. The wife of a 
grocer in Edinburgh suffered abortion in less 
than half an hour after taking a handful of 
nitre; but the usual operation of such a 
large dose of nitre is to cause hypercatharsis, 
bloody stools, and convulsions, if it do not 
prove fatal; and therefore the probability is, 
that both the mother and the child would 
suffer if nitre were taken to procure abor- 
tion. Hence the evidence required would 
refer rather to the intention with which the 
dose was taken, than to its effect. 

Cantharides has been taken in large doses 
to procure abortion, without succeeding : 
this is well illustrated in a case detailed by 
Mr. James Lucas, in the second volume of 
the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, 
(See p. 408.) 

Foperr, however, mentions a case of a 
cook, who, finding that she was pregnant, 
and being desirous of procuring abortion, 
took an ounce of powdered cantharides, 
mixed with an ounce of sulphate of mag- 
nesia, for that purpose. Some hours after- 
wards she was seized with violent colic, 
and brought forth a living child, in the most 
horrible pains; but she died during the fol- 
lowing night. 

The medicine supposed to have the 
greatest influence over the pregnant uterus, 
and, therefore, most commonly employed to 
eause criminal abortion, is savine, the juni- 
perus sabine, an evergreen plant, a native 
of the south of Europe and the Levant, 
which is frequently cultivated as an orna- 
mental shrub in this country. The whole 
plant has a strong, heavy, unpleasant odour, 
and a bitter, hot, pungent taste, depending 
on an acrid oil, which can be separated by 
distillation. In whatever form this is ex- 
hibited it operates violently on the stomach 
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andgrectum, as well as generally on the 
nervous system ; and it is to these proper- 
ties that we are to attribute its influence in 
causing abortion. There is much reason for 
supposing that this was the drug which, in 
conjunction with mechanical means, caused 
the death of Miss Burns, for whose murder 
Mr. Cuaries Ancus, of Liverpool, was 
tried, in 1808, and which at the time excit- 
ed a great degree of public interest. On 
this trial it was proved that a bottle which 
had contained savine oil was found in the 
bed-room of the prisoner, labelled savine 
oil, and which it was afterwards ascertained 
had contained Siv of the oil, from the ex- 
amination of one of the witnesses, who sold 
it to the prisoner; and many of the symp- 
toms tended to confirm the opinion that this 
oil had been administered to the unfortu- 
nate woman, The first symptom of which 
she complained was pain in the bowels and 
great thirst, which was followed by vomit- 
ing of a black matter; and afterwards a 
green matter, according to the testimony of 
the house-maid, but according to that of 
the kitchen-maid, of a green matter at first, 
with yellow pieces in it, resembling the 
inside of an orange, or the yolk of an egg, 
and ultimately of a black matter, whef it 
ceased to be green. One remark of Miss 
Burns clearly indicated that she had taken 
something. “ Oh, Betty!” said she, while 
retching, “ what bile comes off my stomach. 
I wish I had taken an emetic long since.” 
Her thirst, after this, increased, and she had 
difficulty in passing her urine. Her vomit- 
ing continued all that day, until evening, 
when the sickness went off; but it was suc- 
ceeded by a purging, that continued until 
she died, which occurred on the following 
morning ; and from the position in which 
the body was found, “ cowered of a lump,” 
to use the language of the house-maid, as 
given in evidence, her elbows upon her 
knees, and one foot crudled under her, it 
was evident that she had suffered much 


On the post-mortem examination of the 
body the stomach was found in a state 
which excited great suspicion that an acrid 
poison had been swallowed. Now, if a 
bottle which had held savine oil had not 
been found in the bed-room of the prisoner, 
the report of the trial would scarcely sug- 
gest the idea that that was the poison which 
caused the death of this woman, and aided 
the previous miscarriage ; for it was evi- 
dent that a foetus had been recently expel- 
led from the uterus; but when, in addition 
to the circumstance of the bottle being found 
empty, combined with the popular idea of 
its influence in causing abortion,—the sick- 
ness, the vomiting, the diarrhoea, the in- 
flamed appearance of the stomach and ad- 
joining viscera, and even the perforation of 
the stomach, which might have resulted, in 
the state of diminished vitality caused by 


its previous inflammation, and when we 
reflect on the concentrated acrid principle of 
so powerful an excitant as savine oil, there 
is much probability for concluding that this 
was, at least, partly the cause ofdeath. It 
is, however, proper to remark, that a bottle 
was also found in the wardrobe of the pri- 
soner, marked “ Jacob’s water,” which is a 
solution of corrosive sublimate, but the 
symptoms were not so clearly those of cor- 
rosive sublimate as of an acro-narcotic poi- 
son, At the same time the medical evidence 
was not creditable to the doctors: the dis- 
section was performed in the most slovenly 
manner; neither was the state of the mouth 
and cesophagus examined, which would 
have thrown some light as to corrosive sub- 
limate having been administered, The 
greatest objection to the idea that savine 
oil was the poison, is the absence of the 
strong odour of the savine. The objections 
thrown out by Dr. Carson, which obtained 
the acquittal of the prisoner, mark more 
strongly than I can express the necessity 
of a knowledge of the medical matters con- 
nected with such legal investigations, for 
gentlemen of the bar. The counsel on the 
part of the crown should have known that 
vegetable poisons cannot be detected by any 
tests of a chemical nature, and that the me 
dical testimony as to the symptoms and the 
appearances of the body after death, must 
aid other circumstantial evidence to obtain 
the ends of justice. In the case of Miss 
Burns the pathological and anatomical facts 
are so striking and satisfactory, in addition 
to the finding of the bottle marked savine oil, 
that the proof leaves little doubt on the 
mind. It is true that very large doses of 
this oil have been taken, even to the extent 
ofa hundred drops: as in a case related by 
Fovere, when it was taken in that quantity 
for twenty days, to cause abortion, and yet 
the female carried her ehild to the full time. 
In another case, also, related by the same 
author, where the powder was taken, vomit- 
ing, hiccough, heat in the lower belly, and 
fever of a fortnight’s duration, were induced, 
and yet the female was not delivered until 
the full time. But in hearing these cases 
you must recollect there is nothing so vari- 
able in strength as oils of this description, 
which are very frequently weakened by the 
addition of alcohol, or bland and fixed oil ; 
and in Miss Burns’ case the abortion was 
not left solely to the action of the drug, 
which was, nevertheless, the probable cause 
of the death of the mother. 

Ergot (secale cornutum) is also said to be 
capable of causing abortion. There is, how- 
ever, much reason for doubting the accu- 
racy of this opinion. Ergot exerts a con- 
siderable influence on the uterus, but in no 
ease with which I am acquainted, is it 
capable of producing the expulsion of the 
contents of the uterus, unless the os uteri 





be dilated. Even at the full period of par- 
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turition this is the case, and, consequently, 
it is much more likely to be so in the early 
stages of pregnancy. When ergot of rye is 
administered in large doses, it stimulates 
powerfully, exciting not only the muscular 
but the general system; and this degree of 
excitement, if not productive of either phre- 
nitis or apoplexy, is followed by collapse, 
and not unfrequently by dry gangrene. 

I have already said that mechanical means 
were used in Miss Burns’ case, and these 
are as frequently employed as medicines to 
cause criminal abortion. Instruments of 
various kinds, such as trocars, sounds, Xc., 
are passed into the uterus, which, ruptur- 
ing the membranes, induce the premature 
action of the womb, and thus the foetus is ex- 
pelled. A case of this kind which occurred 
at the Durham assizes, in 1781, quoted by 
Dr. Beck, from East’s Crown Law, will 
illustrate this mode of effecting abortion. 
In the possession of Mr. Ancus, also, an in- 
strument was found, which consisted of a 
silver tube with a slide, at the end of which 
was a dart with three points. Now as this 
person had boasted of his skill in anatomy, 
and his knowledge of the means of causing 
abortion, it is probable that this instrument 
was used for such purposes. Mechanical 
injuries, as, for example, blows on the back 
or abdomen, kicks and heavy pressure upon 
the abdomen, are also means resorted to for 
procuring criminal aborti In these cases 
the life of the mother is in as much hazard 
as that of the child. A case of murder, for 
which a man was executed at Stafford, in 
IS11, quoted by Dr. Smiru, is one of many 
which might be brought forward to demon- 
strate the influence of compression in 
causing abortion. In that case the pri- 
soner elbowed the poor woman, and rolled 
over her in bed, the result of which was 
not only abortion, but the death of the 
woman, 

On the northern circuit, at Liverpool, in 
April, 1836, Joux Bury was convicted and 
executed for the murder of Acres Hearps- 
MAN, in an attempt to procure abortion. 
The accusation was supported by the dying 
declaration of the woman, that the prisoner 
had used manual violence on her person. 

Besides the use of mechanical means, in- 
jections of acrid substances into the vagina 
have been used to procure abortion. A 
married woman, who had had four children, 
was persuaded to inject sulphuric acid into 
the vagina, as an easy mode of procuring 
premature labour. Inflammation, adhesions, 
and an almost complete occlusion of the 
vagina was the result. The medical men 
called in on this occasion, finding that the 
uterine efforts were unable to overcome the 
obstruction thus formed, performed the 
Cesarean operation. The child was extract- 
ed dead, and the mother immediately ex- 
pired,* 





* Lancer, vol. viii. p. 38. 





From what has been said, you will have 
no difficulty in concluding that, except in 
cases in which the life of the mother is de- 
stroyed, as well as that of the foetus, the 
opinion that wilful abortion has been pro- 
cured by the administration of drugs, and, 
consequently, in cases involving the crimi- 
nality of the mother on!y, where no accessory 
has contributed to aid the abortion by in- 
struments or mechanical means, the utmost 
circumspection is required in forming our 
opinion as to the cause of suspected wilful 
abortion, When accessories and accom- 
plices aid in this crime, they become involv- 
ed in the charge of murder, and are ame- 
nable to the law, as if they were principals. 

We have now to consider the means by 
which the fact of criminal abortion having 
taken place can be ascertained by an exa- 
mination of the mother and the child, whe- 
ther living or dead. If a female be suspected 
of having procured an abortion, and you are 
called to examine her, and the abortion be 
not found, but the mother be alive, the fa- 
cility of judging that it has really happened 
is more difficult than is generally suspected, 
particularly in the early stages of preg- 
nancy ; for the traces it leaves behind it are 
very obscure, the haemorrhage is seldom pro- 
fuse, sometimes scarcely perceptible; and 
no judgment can be grounded on the condi- 
tion of the uterus. If it take place in the 
middle or towards the termination of preg- 
nancy, the same signs are to be looked for 
as I have already described as those indi- 
cative of recent delivery ; the most striking 
of which you will recollect are, the dark 
areola round the nipples,* and the tumid state 
of the breast, with the emission of a milky 
fluid on the compression of the nipples ; the 
abdomen pendulous, and the skin wrinkled 
and flaccid, with a line of a brownish colour 
extending from the navel to the centre of the 
pubis ; and, if the pregnacy was much ad- 
vanced, when the point of the finger is run 
along this line, a separation of the muscular 
fibres parallel to the median line is evident, 
and this is greatest towards the navel. The 
uterus is felt, through the abdominal parietes, 
firm and more globular, as well as longer and 
higher, than usual; the labia pudendi and 
vagina are tumefied, and the latter is dilated 
throughout its whole length, and the orifice of 
the uterus is soft, supple, and considerably 
dilated ; whilst the perineum, if it be not 
torn, is considerably relaxed. The ha- 
morrhage cannot be confounded with the 
menstrual secretion, as it is true blood ; and 
if a day or two have elapsed, the discharge 
from the vagina, which is generally mixed 
clots, is foetid. The body generally, also, ex- 
cept in the cases of very strong females 
presents an aspect of languor and faintness. 
If these appearances present themselves, 





* This sign is equally good in the negress, in 
whom the areola is almost jet black. 
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and no foetus be found, although the sus- 
picions may be very strong, yet, for the 
reasons which I formerly advanced, the opi- 
nion must be delivered merely as to the pro- 
bability that they are the consequence of 
recent delivery; but it is only when the 
abortion, or the body of an infant, is found 
that the practitioner should hazard a de- 
cisive opinion; and the caution in this re- 
spect increases in the inverse ratio of the 
distance from the supposed period of de- 
livery. A case detailed by Fopere, il- 
lustrates well this remark. In that case, 
a foetus, placenta, and bloody cloths, were 
found, and blood was traced from the stairs 
leading from the apartment of the female to 
the privy, where a foetus was discovered. 
The woman, Aimee Perpriat, had gone to 
the house of a friend in Paris, and begged 
leave to be allowed to remain, as she was 
suffering under headach and colic. Soon 
afterwards a noise was heard in the water 
pipe of the privy, and the blood was on the 
stairs. Aimer remarked, that it arose from 
her menses, which flowed, she said, profusely. 
A month afterwards, the foetus having been 
found, she was arrested on suspicion ; and 
examined by Bavpetocavre, Dunots, Ane, 
Durvuyrren, and Larance, who unanimously 
declared that there were no signs then pre- 
sent which indicated delivery at the time 
in question. The prisoner was acquitted. 

I recollect a case, which afforded me an 
excellent lesson as to caution in such cases : 
it occurred in the person of a woman of the 
town, in a prosperous state, who applied to 
me under the idea that she was pregnant ; 
the abdomen had gradually enlarged ; and 
the breast swelled, with much irregularity 
of stomach and bowels, until she bore every 
mark of being eight months gone with child, 
At this time a sudden and great discharge 
of blood and clots came away ; the labia 
were tender and tumefied, almost as in a case 
of delivery, and the vagina was dilated : 
but these symptoms passed off, and, without 
much prostration of strength, she was as 
well as ever in four days. Now, in this 
case, had circumstances existed to excite a 
suspicion of criminal abortion, the signs were 
sufficient to have excited much prejudice 
against the female : and I mention it to show 
you the great necessity of caution in hazard- 
ing an opinion when the abortion is not 
found. 

If the mother be dead, then the appear- 
ances to be looked for are those which I 
have already described as resulting from 
delivery, when that process is attended with 
a fatal result. 





If the foetus be found, we have to examine 
it; and here the informatien obtained from 
tracing the changes which took place in the 
progress of uterine gestation becomes prac- 
tically useful. 

I have already pointed out these, and 
shall now only recapitulate some of the most 
striking. Thus we place considerable con- 
fidence in Cuavussier’s test of the compara- 
tive length of several parts of the foetus, in 
marking its age. The central point of a 
line drawn from the vertex to the heel, ina 
foetus of six months or uuder, will be at 
the xiphoid cartilage, or apex of the ster- 
num; at the end of the seventh, it is a little 
below this ; at that of the eighth, it is an 
inch above the umbilicus ; and in a child at 
the full, at the umbilicus, or a line above it; 
at the end of the fourth month, the pupillary 
membrane is visible, the brain displays in- 
terlobular furrows, ossification has begun 
in the sacrum, and the kidneys are large, and 
consist of more than 15 lobes ; at the end of 
the fifth, the nails begin to appear, the ster- 
num, pubis, and os calcis, show ossitied 
points, and the convolutions of the brain are 
visible ; at the seventh, the pupillary mem- 
brane has disapp@ared ; meconium occupies 
a large portion of the intestines, and the 
valyule conniventes are apparent ; the lobes 
of the cerebrum extend over and cover the 
cerebellum, whilst the corpus callosum 
covers the thalami, and its transverse fibres 
are seen passing from one hemisphere to the 
other ; in the eighth month, the skin is covered 
with a fine down, the testicles are felt in the 
abdominal rings ; the ovaria in the female 
are very distinguishable, the interior struc- 
ture of the brain is completed, the pia mater 
extends into the furrows, which are strongly 
marked on the anterior and middle lobes. 
The most characteristic feature of the ninth 
month is the external presence of the tes- 
ticles, although they are not always in the 
scrotum. 

A foetus which has died in utero, may 
remain a considerable time in the uterus 
before it is expelled, even so long as to be 
converted, it is said, into adipocire, but the 
period varies from five to twenty days. In 
any period after four days, evident symptoms 
of putrefaction present themselves, chiefly 
on the surface, with appearances which 
shall be mentioned in our next lecture. 
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BY 
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Lecrure IX, 
Ortum (continued :)—Objections of Authors to 
the Administration of Opiates to Children, 
Cautions to be observed in their Employment. 


Few Diseases of Youth in which the use of 


Opium is admissible. Circumstances which 

justify its Employment in Youth. Remedies 
when the remedial Dose proves to have been 
too large. Dangerous Effects of Opiate 
Injections and Suppositories. Their Use- 
Sulness when administered with Cauiion.— 
Injection of Opium into the Veins. Ender- 
mic Medication with Opium and the Acetate 
of Morphia; their Imbibition by the Sound 
Skin.— Different Preparations of Opium ; 
the Black Drop; Battley’s Solution. —De- 
gree of Secrecy which Preparation Venders 
may fairly observe.— Remedial Operation of 
the Acetate of Morphia. Experiments of a 
Commitiee upon it, The Hydrochlorate of 
Morphia ; its value. 


GentLemMen :—As I shall have occasion to 
speak of the effects of opium in many dis- 
eases, whilst discussing the other narcotic 
medicines, I shall now only draw your at- 
tention to its administration to children, and 
this is a subject of very considerable im- 
portance, 

Many individuals who have devoted them- 
selves to the treatment of the diseases of 
infancy and of childhood most strongly 
object to the use of opiates. The principal 
writers on this subject are Dr. ArMsTRONG, 
Dr. Hamitton, Dr, Unperwoop, Dr. Har- 
ris, Dr. Burns, Dr. Crarxr, and Mr. 
Nortn ; you will find them, generally speak- 
ing, inculcating the greatest caution in the 
employment of opium, and pointing out the 
great necessity of care and watchfulness. 
Very minute doses of the tincture of opium 
have proved fatal to infants. Dr. ALtson, 
an authority of the highest value, has met 
with a case in which an infant, a few weeks 
old, died, with all the symptoms of poisoning 
by opium, after receiving four drops of lau- 
danum; and he has repeatedly seen un- 
pleasantly deep sleep produced by two 
drops only. Dr. Crristison tells us, “ that 
an infant, three days old, got, by mistake, 
about the fourth part of a mixture, contain- 
ing ten drops of laudanum ; no medical man 
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was called for eleven hours; at that time 
there was great somnolence and feebleness, 
but the child could be roused ; the breathing 
being very slow, artificial respiration was 
resorted to, but without advantage; the 
child died in 24 hours, the character of the 
symptoms remaining unchanged to the last.” 
Three drops of laudanum, in chalk mixture, 
administered for a diarrhoea, to a stout child, 
fourteen months old, has caused death. 

Dr. Ciarke observes, “that opium has 
been exhibited in the forms of laudanum, 
syrup of white poppies, or under some em- 
pirical title, as ‘Godfrey’s Cordial,’ or 
*Dalby’s Carminative.’ These medicines 
have been ignorantly and indiscriminately 
given, in some instances under the sanction 
of medical men, either because they did not 
themselves know what to do, or to fall in 
with the desires or prejudices of parents 
and friends ; but the administration of this 
class of medicines requires the greatest skill 
in the physician.” Nothing is more uncertain 
than the effects of opium on young subjects, 
and it ought never to be employed even by 
medical men, except with the greatest cau- 
tion, as it sometimes acts with much vio- 
lence, and has proved deleterious in very 
small doses: halfa drachm of genuine syrup 
of poppies, and in some instances a few 
drops of “ Dalby’s Carminative,” have prov- 
ed fatal in the course of a very few hours to 
very young children. You will find in a 
volume very properly designated Practical 
Observations on the Convulsions of Infants, 
by Mr. North, some very sensible observa- 
tions upon the administration of sedatives 
to ‘children; and he very justly observes, 
“That we are not to deprive ourselves of a 
powerful weapon, because, in the hands of 
the unskilful, it may have proved the means 
of destruction rather than of defence.” 

To manage the use of opium, or other 
medicines of the same class, adroitly, either 
in adults or in children, when it is our object 
to subdue nervous irritability, is by no means 
an easy task. There are not many of the 
diseases to which either infancy or child- 
hood is subject in which you will find this 
drug at all necessary, and in by far the 
greater number itis altogether inadmissible ; 
this most probably arises from the great pre- 
disposition that exists at that period to 
arterial acceleration, and to cerebral affec- 
tion. The only circumstances which im- 
peratively call for its administration are 
very severe bowel complaints, which can by 
no other means be controlled, and also those 
alarming convulsions which occur at this 
period, and which sometimes threaten im- 
mediately to terminate existence; in such 
instances the necessity for quick relief, and 
the urgency of the case may demand from 
us the having recourse to means which may 
themselves, under ordinary circumstances, 
be objectionable. We must then administer 








very minute doses, must take care that if 
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any unfavourable symptoms arise we have 
the means of checking their progress. The 
best plan is to begin with a single minim of 
tincture of opium, and to drop this into at 
least four drachms of fluid, with one or two 
drops of the compound tincture of carda- 
mom; the best fluid is peppermint-water ; a 
little magnesia added to this is generally 
useful. Should any somnolence appear, the 
oil of peppermint, or aniseed, or the tincture 
of castor, or of assafoetida, or any of the 
diffusible stimuli, must be quickly given, 
and cold must be applied, which is occasion- 
ally more serviceable than any medicine, 
water being freely sprinkled over the head, 
neck, and face. No donbt many infants fal’ 
victims to the injudicious use of quacl. 
medicines, many of which, under the name 
of anodynes and soothing syrups, contain 
opium ; nor is the practitioner, when called 
in, always informed of the medicines which 
have been employed. 

There are circumstances under which it 
becomes necessary to inject into the anus an 
opiate, or to use it as a suppository ; some- 
times the stomach will not bear it, at other 
times it is thus employed to alleviate the 
sufferings which arise during diseases of 
the prostate gland, of the uterus, or of the 
bladder; and it is necessary for you to bear 
in mind, that however great the benefit may 
often be, the practice is not unattended 
by danger, and that you must be cautious as 
to the quantity thus employed, and the state 
of your patient, for it is evident that oc- 
casionally the absorption into the system is 
very rapid, and that from some unexplained 
causes the action is increased. It is singular 
enough that in France, where enemas are in 
very general use, the prejudice is exceedingly 
strong against those which contain opium ; 
whether from the more frequent employ- 
ment of them the rectum becomes more sen- 
sitive, as has been said, I know not, but cer- 
tain it is that the drug is always considered 
to act with much greater energy, and is, 
therefore, administered in much smaller 
quantities, whilst in Engiand medical men 
do not hesitate to employ twice the dose that 
would be given by the mouth. I mentioned 
to you, on a former occasion, that so small a 
quantity as 12 drops injected into the rectum 
has been the cause of death at a hospital in 
Paris. I cannot, however, but think that there 
must have been some mistake which has not 
been explained. Querty, in his Animad- 
versiones Practica, bas stated that a single 
grain of opium, or 20 drops of laudanum, 
given in a glyster, produced an incipient 
paralysis of the lower limbs. Orvita has 


repeatedly injected, into the anus of dogs, a 
drachm of watery extract of opium, dissolv- 
ed in an ounce of water; the results have 
been, in most instances, sopor and insensi- 
bility, but in other cases the animals only 
experienced vomitings and a slight paralysis 
of the lower limbs; and with regard to the 





use of suppositories formed of the drug, 
Marcettus Donatus has collected a large 
number of cases, some occurring in ancient 
authors, others in his own practice, and in 
that of his cotemporaries, where, by these 
means, life has been destroyed. One instance 
he mentions, in which it was thus made use 
of, the case of a lady of distinction, whe had 
suffered from unconquerable wakefulness, 
she was thrown intoa very deep sopor, which 
continued during a day and a night,and from 
which she was only aroused by the most 
active measures ; but such was the effect 
produced upon her nervous system that she 
became an idiot, and remained so to the 
termination of her life. Donatus states that 
he himself witnessed the death of a boy inte 
whom a suppository had been introduced in 
consequence of tenesmus ; and Nicotaus de- 
scribes a case perfectly similar, both as to 
the cause of death, and the disease for which 
the remedy was employed. Marcettus Do- 
NaTUs also narrates a case where a glyster, 
to which opium had been added for the cure 
of colic, caused a fatal termination. 

All these circumstances it is necessary for 
you to know, that you may be at all times 
upon your guard; at the same time, with 
due caution, you will find opiate injections 
and suppositories very useful auxiliary 
means, and oftentimes very energetic reme- 
dies. Since Durvyrren employed them in 
France in delirium traumaticum, and pub- 
lished his opinion upon them, they have 
been somewhat more in vogue. You will 
find some of our English practitioners of ex- 
perience and judgment employ them very 
judiciously, and hence very fearlessly. Dr. 
Graves, who has contributed some very in- 
teresting cases to practical science, has fur- 
nished us with the result of some trials of 
injections of opium in which his treatment 
has been attended with success. Two cases 
that have been given to us by him were both 
of medical men, one of whom had chronic 
arthritic swellings, pains, extreme debility, 
and want of sleep, for which for upwards of 
two years he had been in the habit of taking 
an opiate, without which, in fact, he could 
not sleep; his dose had often been two 
ounces of “ Battley’s solution,” the “ Liquor 
opii sedativus.” A starch enema, with one 
scruple of black drop, three times daily, 
with sarsaparilla, broth, three drops of 
Fow.er’s solution, the liquor potasse arse- 
netis of the present pharmacoporia, the liquor 
arsenicalis of the old, and two drachms of 
the liquor sedativus, at night, was attended 
with the best effect. 

The other case was one of neuralgia, 
which was effectually alleviated by the in- 
jection of a drachm of laudanum, two or 
three times daily, instead of the patient fol- 
lowing the practice, to which he had been 
obliged to have recourse, of taking a hun- 
dred grains during the paroxysm, the effect 
of which large dose, so habitually taken, 
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had been to disturb the secretion, destroy 
the appetite, and impair the intellectual 
powers ; these bad consequences were avoid- 
ed by the employment of injections. It is 
unnecessary for me to dwell upon this sub- 
ject; but I will observe, that the samé 
doses as are given, under ordinary circum- 
stances, of the different preparations of 
opium, may, without hesitation, be injected, 
and that no blame can attach to the prac- 
titioner who may use twice the quantity as 
an enema that he would introduce into the 
stomach, should any untoward symptom 
occur. 

Opium is very powerful in its action 
when injected into the veins; it does not 
always produce fatal effects, and it is a 
remedy only to be tried in desperate cases, 
such as hydrophobia, or tetanus. In the 
Revue Médicale for July, 1823, are some ob- 
servations by Coinpet, which would lead 
to the conclusion, that in diseases in which, 
from various states of the digestive function, 
medicines would not act upon the system, 
their injection into the veins may prove very 
important. He relates the case of a young 
girl, 14 years of age, who laboured under 
hysteria, produced by fright. Whilst sitting 
at dinner she was seized with rigid locking 
of the jaws, and in a few minutes became 
insensible. In two or three days the spasms 
extended from head te foot, and had the 
appearance of real tetanus ; insensibility still 
continued ; the disease gradually ceased in 
about three weeks, but it returned a short 
time afterwards with terrific power. The 
spasms were more violent than in idiopathic 
tetanus ; they commenced very irregularly, 
inattacks of emprosthotonos, the head some- 
times coming with violence against the knees ; 
then followed opisthotonos; the body took 
the form of an arch, and rested on the head 
and occiput. These paroxysms sometimes 
lasted twenty minutes, during which the 
respiration became embarrassed, and the 
pulsations of the heart feeble and irregular, 
and suffocation seemed to be likely to ter- 
minate life : there were intervals of tranquil- 
lity. As much as an ounce of laudanum 
had been administered uselessly, and it was 
determined to inject a solution of opium into 
the veins. A scruple was dissolved in dis- 
tilled warm water, and in the presence of 
several medical men an opening was made 
into the vena basilica of the right arm, and 
the point of a fine syringe was introduced. 
A drachm was injected every five minutes, 
taking care not to allow any air to pass in. 
At the first injection the respiration became 
less rapid ; at the second, more natural, per- 
spiration gently broke out, the pulse rose, 
the spasms were less violent, she heaved 
some sighs, like a person awaking from 
sleep; at the third, the pulse rose, the con- 
vulsions ceased, she articulated some words 
indistinctly; at the fourth, sensibility ap- 
peared to return; at the fifth, she obtained 








her sight and hearing, and recogn ized the 
physician, and from that time rec overed ; 
but after some interval of complete health 
her disease returned, but not in so violent a 
degree, and she was, by proper attention, 
restored to health. The vein had some ten- 
dency to inflammation, and after the opera- 
tion she complained of some sick ness, and 
irregularity of breathing. 

The introduction of opium into the sys- 
tem, through the medium of the skin, is 
oftentimes a happy resource, when other 
means of producing its good effects fail. In 
the year 1834, I read, before the Medico- 
Botanical Society of London, a paper, which 
appvared in some of the periodical journals, 
on endermic medication, which I had found, 
when on the Continent, much pursued, I 
have since had opportunities of witnessing, 
in this country, its utility, under many cir- 
cumstances, and more particularly where 
opium has been used. Cutaneous absorp- 
tion, or imbibition, is produced either by 
the simple rubbing in, upon the skin, of 
medicinal substances, or by the application 
of a remedial agent to a surface deprived of 
the epidermis. To these two plans the name 
of “ intraleptic” and “ endermic medica- 
tion” have been given. The latter system 
has been much pursued. The epidermis 
must be removed by such means as will not 
produce any structural change in the sub- 
jacent tissue. Various are the means by 
which those parts are denuded which are to 
be exposed to the action of the remedial 
agent. The most common practice is to ap- 
ply a blister of cantharides; others prefer 
liquid ammonia. Boiling water has been 
used, and also phosphorus, but they change 
the natural structure of the skin. The 
French produce an instantaneous blister by 
the following means: they cut a piece of 
cotton, of linen, or of paper, of the size and 
shape for which it may be required ; they 
immerse this in spirits of wine, in strong 
brandy, or in eau de Cologne; they lay it 
on the surface to be blistered, wiping the 
edges, so that none of the fluid may moisten 
the surrounding parts; a lighted candle is 
applied rapidly over the whole surface, that 
it all may be burnt immediately ; the igni- 
tion is exceedingly quick, and the cuticle 
will be found separable from the subjacent 
cutis. It is under the epidermis, which is 
to be cut with a pair of scissars, that the 
medicament is to be applied; if it be an 
insoluble substance, it is to be sprinkled 
on the denuded surface ; if it be a fluid, it 
may be applied by moistening a small pieee 
of lint with it. 

In this way opium has been most service- 
ably employed in the cure of many diseases, 
and I have had ample opportunity of wit- 
nessing its good effects insome most painful 
and distressing maladies. M. Lesiecr, who 
published a treatise upon the “ Nouvelle 
Medication par la voie de la Peau,” relates 
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seventeen cases in which he tried the ace- 
tate of morphia, at the Hopital Cochin and 
the Bicétre. Of these, four were chronic 
catarrhal affections, which were soon cured 
by the application of the acetate of mor- 
phia to a blistered surface: half a grain, 
gradually increased to two grains, was in- 
troduced ; this was continued for a month, 
and whenever the treatment was intermitted 
the symptoms returned again. Two cases of 
phthisis pulmonalis were relieved, but the 
dose was necessarily small, Pleurodynia, 
which resisted leeches, blisters, and other 
remedies, was thus relieved. A neuralgic 
affection of the temple was cured by the 
same means, A very interesting case oc- 
curred at La Pitie, in February 1826, the 
details of which are to be found in the July 
number of the Medico-Chirurgical Review, 
condensed from the Archives Générales de 
Médicine. It was one of those gastralgic 
affections which assimilate to gastritis of 
a chronic kind, attended with perpetual 
vomiting, and in which no internal remedy 
could be employed. Mr. Lampert applied 
half a grain af acetate of morphia to a blis- 
tered surface; in a few minutes the vomit- 
ing ceased, as if by magic, and the patient 
passed a better night than she had done for 
some time. On the next day the process 
was repeated, and the patient slept the whole 
of the day. The acetate of morphine was 
gradually increased, until at length food 
was retained and a cure effected. M. 
Batty, in the Memoires del’ Academie Royale 
de la Médicine, details its effeets on rheu- 
matisms, lumbago, and sciatica, and he 
states that three cases of tetanus were treated 
by these means with success ;—one was 
traumatic, the second produced by strych- 
nine, and the third by fright. 

Mr. Maaistet has made public the happy 
result of his employment of acetate of mor- 
phia in hemicrania,and Dr. Stokes, of Dub- 
lin, has successfully treated in the same way 
two cases of intermittent hemicrania, I have 
advantageously employed it in hemicrania, 
tic doloreux, in lumbago, and in sciatica, 
and consider that this mode of treatment 
will yet find its way into this country, al- 
though some obstacles may be supposed to 
exist to its universal reception, Not only 
upon a blistered surface does opium pro- 
duce very striking effects, but also where 
the skin remains almost in its usual state, 
and imbibition takes place with a most ex- 
extraordinary rapidity, In the Journal de 
Chimie Médicale is the case of a child two 
months old, who nearly died in consequence 
of a cerate containing 15 drops of laudanum 
having been kept for 24 hours on a slight 
excoriation, produced by a fold of the skin, 
When the cause of the illness was discover- 
ed, it had been for some hours almost insen- 
sible, with a slow, obscure pulse, and occa- 
sional convulsions. It also appears, from 


the following instance, that in certain dis- 





eased states of the integuments, its absorp- 
tion may prove fatal:—A soldier affected 
with erysipelas of the leg, had a linseed 
poultice applied, which his surgeon ordered 
to be sprinkled with 15 drops of laudanum; 
next morning the patient was found in a 
state of deep sopor, and affected with con- 
vulsive twitches of the face and limbs, and 
in no long time he expired. His soporose 
state turned the surgeon's attention to the 
poultice, which he found coloured yellow, 
and smelling strongly of opium, and on 
removing it found that it was completely 
soaked with laudanum, which the attendant 
had carelessly poured on it, to the extent of 
an ounce, The patient died, notwithstand- 
ing all the remedies which his state called 
for, and the viscera were found quite healthy, 
but in many places the blood had a strong 
odour of opium. 

Different preparations of opium have been 
from the days of SypENnAM in vogue, which 
have obtained the character of possessing 
all its virtues without any of the bad quali- 
ties that have been ascribed to it; and there 
are many prescriptions which are to be found 
in the old Pharmacoperias that are quite 
forgotten, such as the guttz vite, which, in 
the days of Satmon, obtained great noto- 
riety. The Pilule Matthzi, or “ Matthew's 
Pills,” the Pilule Starkzi, or “ Starkey’s 
Pills,” were kept in the shops, and prescrib- 
ed by the physician. In our time, the “ Black 
Drop,” or the “ Lancaster,” or “ Quaker's 
Black Drop,” and “ Battley’s Solution,” or 
the “ Liquor opii sedativus,” although not 
officinal, have been very much employed, 
and are prescribed very frequently, ‘“ The 
Black Drop” was for some time a prepara- 
tion not made known to the profession, but 
some documents having passed into the 
hands of Dr. Armstrone, he published the 
receipt, which is here added :—*“ Take half 
a pound of opium sliced, three pints of good 
verjuice, (juice of the wild crab), and one 
and a half ounce of nutmegs, and half an 
ounce of saffron. Boil them to a proper 
thickness, then add a quarter of a pound of 
sugar, and two spoonfuls of yeast; set the 
whole in a warm place near the fire for six 
or eight weeks ; then place it in the open 
air till it becomes a syrup ; lastly, decant, 
filter, and bottle it up, adding a little sugar 
to each bottle.” This opiate has been very 
highly extolled by many medical men ; it is 
found to be very powerful, and to produce 
less excitement, a single drop being equiva- 
lent to three drops of the “ Tincture of Opium” 
of the London Pharmacopeeia of which I 
have spoken to you; but since I gave you the 
formula by which it is to be prepared, the 
new edition of the Pharmacopoeia has made 
its appearance. Among the “ Macule” 

“ Quas aut incuria fudit” 
“ Aut humana parum cavit natura.” 
You will find a singular instance in the two 
editions. Different orders are given for it; 
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one that the opium should be macerated 
in rectified spirit, the other in proof spirit ; 
thus-the octavo and the duodecimo “are at 
strife.” 

“ Battiey’s Solution” has maintained a 
very high character for its uniformity, and 
for the certainty of its operation. The first 
notice which I find of this preparation is the 
following anno’ ment, in the year 1816, 
in the Medico. Cirurg ical Journal :— Mr. 
Barriey, of Cripplegate, having decomposed 
opium, and laid its component parts before 
the College of Physicians, offers to the 
notice of the profession one of the parts in 
solvtion, under the name of liquor opii se- 
dativus, as a sedative medicine of the great- 
est importance.” From that time this pre- 
paration became a great favourite with pro- 
fessional men, but no steps were taken to 
ascertain the process pursued to form it, 
though many conjectures were hazarded, 
until the decomposition of opium excited so 
much attention, and it was generally known 
that to the presence of morphia this, and all 
other opiate arcana, owed their efficacy. 

Dr. Paris, in his valuable work, the 
Pharmacologia, has designated the “ liquor 
opii sedativus” a “ nostrum,” and has most 
happily introduced the quotation— 

“ Que non fecimus ipsi, vix ea NosTRA voco’’— 
as he chooses to ascribe the preparation 
originally to Wepetius, or Le Morr. Mr. 
Bartriey naturally felt some indignation at 
the application which had been previously 
made of the wordnostrum., Dr. Parts lays 
it down as a rule, that every medicine which 
is prepared by a secret process, and sold for 
the private advantage of an individual, is 
properly designated a “nostrum.” To that 
opinion I am not inclined to object, but at 
the same time I do not think that any indi- 
vidual is at all called upon to show the par- 
ticular manipulation which he follows in his 
laboratory. Mr. Barriey had repeatedly 
declared, that his preparation was a simple 
maceration of opium in water, and that this 
fluid acted sufficiently upon the drug to 
cause the development of the narcotic prin- 
ciple. Every individual who makes a dis- 
covery has a fair right to obtain for himself 
the advantages which may result from his 
superior dexterity, if he make the public 
acquainted with the general process which 
he pursues. I find this doctrine universally 
held by the chemists ; they have no objec- 
tion to state the general outline of their pre- 
parations, but they cannot be expected to 
give the experience resulting from long and 
arduous labour, without securing some re- 
ward for themselyes. This, however, is not 
the case with the members of the medical 
profession, every one of whom is bound in 
honour and in morality to give the result of 
his study and practice to the profession at 
large. All his own knowledge is as much 
public property as that which he has deriv- 
ed from others. He has gathered from the 


wisdom of those who have trod the paths of 
truth before him, and he is daily and hourly 
deriving information from the large mass of 
highly intellectual men who are now 
pursuing our illustrious and magnificent 
science. 

It is asserted, notwithstanding the excel- 
lence of Mr. Battiey’s liquor, that proof 
spirit is a superior solvent to water, for that 
it dissolves more than two-thirds of opium, 
whilst the latter only dissolves about three- 
sevenths; there, however, is little doubt 
that the activity of the liquor is much 
greater, At the same time it must be ob- 
served, that Mr. Barriey adds some spirit, 
which prevents it undergoing a decomposi- 
tion, to which it appears, from some obser- 
vations of Dr. Panis, itis liable, and which, 
indeed, is not denied by the maker. I 
should be wanting in courtesy to Mr. Barr- 
Ley, if I did not here express my feelings on 
the kindness I have experienced from him, 
in his constantly permitting me to have 
access to his laboratory, and inviting me to 
be present on every occasion when he has 
had any process going forward, which he 
has thought might interest me ; and I must 
bear witness to the liberality which has led 
him to throw open to every medical pupil 
his establishment, and to keep for the stu- 
dent’s use an interesting cabinet of materia 
medica. 

Dr. Porter’s “black drop” is formed by 
uniting opium with citric acid. His for- 
mula consists of four ounces of opium, two 
ounces of the crystals of citric acid. Pound 
them well in a porcelain mortar, then adda 
pint of boiling distilled water, mix the 
whole well together, macerate for twenty- 
four hours, and finally filter, The Abbé 
Rousseavu’s drops have a very great reputa- 
tion on the Continent, and almost every 
practitioner in France has recourse to them. 
Seven drops of the liquid contain about one 
grain of opium, The recipe is as follows: 
—* Take of white honey twelve ounces, 
warm water three pints, dissolve the honey 
in the water, pour the mixture into a ma- 
trass, and place it in a very warm situation ; 
when the fermentation commences, add four 
ounces of opium, previously dissolved in 
twelve ounces of water. Suffer the fermen- 
tation to continue for a month,in a tempera- 
ture of 86°; then strain, filter the liquor, 
and evaporate it, until only ten ounces re- 
main, Strain again, and add four ounces 
and a half of alcohol.” 

All these preparations are said to owe 
their power to morpiia, the salts of which, 
the acetate and the hydrochlorate, are now 
admitted amonggf the formula of our Phar- 
macopeeia, morphia itself, in consequence 
of its very sparing solubility in water, not 
being administered alone. The acetate is 
to be made by taking “ of morphia six 
drachms, of acetic acid three fluid drachms, 





of distilled water four ounces; mix the 
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acid with the water, and pour them upon 
the morphia to saturation, Let the liquor 
evaporate with a gentle heat, that crystals 
may be formed.” There is, on account of 
its extreme deliquescence, great difficulty 
in obtaining the salt in crystals, which are 
in soft silky needles. Itis not to be pre- 
scribed in combination with potassa, with 
soda, or with ammonia, nor with most of 
the earthy or metallic salts. It is very solu- 
ble in water, less so in alcohol. 

The acetate of morphia has been fairly 
tried, both in health and in disease. In the 
year 1829 a party was formed at Turin, for 
the purpose of ascertaining its effects upon 
people in health; it consisted of four gen- 
tlemen, who formed a sort of committee of 
taste. Messrs. Beraupr, Resrini, Crisvo, 
and ALLENto assembled, and having previ- 
ously dined, they began a series of experi- 
ments. Mr. ALLENIO, a gentleman of 
twenty-two years of age, took, at three 
o'clock, an eighth of a grain in distilled 
water ; in five minutes there was severe 
pain in the epigastrium, propensity to sleep, 
and some difficulty of breathing ; in thirty 
minutes there was profuse perspiration, 
the pupils were dilated, the pulse ninety- 
four; in thirty-three minutes drowsiness, 
pain about the frontal sinuses; in fifty 
minutes the lips were livid, the face flushed, 
pain severe in the frontal bone ; in fifty-two 
minutes pain in the bladder, sense of lassi- 
tude in the extremities, thirst. At a quarter 
past four the genito-urinary organs were in 
pain; there was weight at the forehead ; 
itching of the skin. These symptoms con- 
tinued until nearly seven o'clock, when, 
after considerable pain in the epigastric 
region, vomiting occurred, It was not until 
two o'clock on the following morning, that 
there was any sleep. He then fell into a 
profound repose, which lasted until six, 
when he awoke, with violent pain in the 
head. He had two evacuations from the 
bowels. Two who took the acetate were 
similarly acted upon. The other had only 
his pulse accelerated to 108 in the minute. 
Two days afterwards they went through a 
similar experiment on empty stomachs; 
there was no very striking difference. They 
again, on another occasion, tried its effects 
in larger doses, and the symptoms were 
nearly similar, but with greater intensity. 

I observed to you, that the salts of 
morphia were not supposed by medical men 
to have the intoxicating effect of opium, 
but that there were some doubts on the sub- 
ject. My highly-gifted friend, Dr. Cor- 
LAND, whose name carries with it the highest 
weight, tells me that he has known three 
cases in which the acetate of morphia has 
produced effects which he has every reason 
to believe are precisely similar to those 
which opium-eaters describe. In almost 
all the diseases in which opium has been 
employed, both the acetate and hydrochlo- 





rate have successfully been administered ; 
the usual dose to commence with has been 
about the eighth ofa grain. Dr. Barpstey, 
in his Hospital Facts and Observations, illus- 
trative of the efficacy of the new remedies, 
has given us a series of most interesting 
cases, in some of which the acetate was pro- 
ductive of great relief, and in others in 
which it failed. Some of these were severe 
pains in the epigastric se A in the sto- 
mach, dyspepsia, pyrosis. He had likewise 
tried its palliative and remedial powers in 
uterine disease, and in neuralgia. He says, 
“It must be allowed that morphia has not 
always answered the intentions with which 
it has been employed, but the proportion of 
the favourable cases has been considerable, 
compared to those in which it has failed. 
I have never witnessed any pernicious con- 
sequences from a prudent use of the mor- 
phia. I am led to recommend the acetate 
of morphia in preference to opium, from a 
conviction that its eflicacy may be equally 
relied upon, whilst its administration will 
be unattended by the distressing headach, 
excessive constipation, and other unpleasant 
symptoms, which the drug, in large doses, 
mostly induces.” Dr, Stokes has employed 
the acetate of morphia, and has likewise 
given us cases in which he has found it ser- 
viceable. His clinical observations on the 
exhibition of opium in large doses, in cer- 
tain forms of disease, are well worthy your 
attentive perusal. 

Dr. Curistison has been led to the con- 
clusion that the hydrochlorate of morphia is 
a much superior preparation of opium to 
any other, in which the morphia is not re- 
duced to the state of a simple pure salt. 
He has observed two circumstances which 
are attendant upon the action of hydrochlo- 
rate of morphia, which, should they be con- 
firmed by future experience, cannot fail to 
give this preparation a great superiority 
over the other preparations of opium; the 
first is, that whilst its soporific effects appear 
on the one hand, more complete for some 
hours after its administration, so, on the 
other hand, they seem to pass off more sud- 
denly and completely than those of lauda- 
num, or Barriery’s solution. The second is, 
that the hydrochlorate of morphia, after 
being taken for days in succession, still con- 
tinues to act with equal activity, without 
being increased in quantity. From this last 
conclusion my own experience teaches me 
to express some doubts as to the general 
correctness of these views, for I have uni- 
formly found the necessity of increasing the 
dose of the salts of morphia, in order to 
obviate the loss of their power when given 
for any length of time. 1 must confess that 


my own practice still leads me to the admi- 
nistration of the tincture of opium, which I 
find preferable to all other preparations, and 
when that fails, I have recourse to the ace- 
tate of morphia. 
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CASE OF MALIGNANT DISEASE, 
CARCINOME SANGLANTE., 


By Hamittton Atper Roperts, Esq., 
Surgeon, Bangor, North Wales. 





Tuomas WILLIAMs, wt. 39, of a lymphatic 
temperament, applied to me for advice on 
the 11th of July, 1835. He stated, that on 
the first of the preceding April, he had re- 
ceived a blow upon the false ribs of the right 
side. The injury was followed by violent 
pain, which was at first confined to the side, 
but afterwards extended down the thigh. 
The pain gradually increased in severity, and 
was always aggravated by exposure to cold, 
but relieved by warmth and exercise. Af- 
ter the lapse of a month he returned to his 
work. Ina short time he perceived a swel- 
ling at the lower part of the buttock, which 
increased rapidly in bulk, and was not very 
painful. He continued to follow his ac- 
customed employment for two months, at 
the expiration of which time the tumour had 
assumed a dark purplish hue, and become 
more painful. A serous fluid occasionally 
oozed out, from a small point on the apex of 
swelling. On the Sth of June, lancinating 
pains were experienced, and the tumour had 
acquired, (to use the man’s own words), the 
size and hardness of a large turnip. On the 
following day the swelling broke, and there 
was expelled a large clot of blood, which 
was very tough, and which was compared 
by the patient to a piece of liver. The se- 
paration of this clot was attended with slight 
hemorrhage. Eight leeches and a poultice 
were applied. 

The pain, which had hitherto been felt on 
the right side, altogether vanished after the 
bursting of the tumour. The cavity from 
which the clot had escaped, was quickly 
filled up by a grey fungus, which projected 
above the surrounding skin. The man suf- 
fered so little uneasiness in the thigh, that he 
determined to resume his work. The pain, 
however, returned, with such violence, that 
he was compelled to confine himself to the 
house. Frequent hemorrhage occurred, and 
the fungus, which was very elastic, had ac- 
quired a darker colour, and was disposed to 
bleed upon the slightest touch. On the 9th 
of July, while the patient was at stool, 
blood flowed from the tumour ina stream, but 
was at length arrested by compression. On 
the next morfing a still greater quantity of 
blood had escaped, and in the evening the 
hemorrhage returned to such an alarming 

degree, that a med#@@Ml man, who had been 
summoned, tore away with his fingers the 
bleeding fungus, plugged the cavity with 
linen, and afterwards applied a compress 
and bandage. 

July 11. Patient came down to Bangor, 
and placed himself under my care. I suc- 
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with which the cavity had been filled, as the 
whole could not have been taken away with- 
out producing unnecessary suffering. An 
opium pill was ordered. 

12. The linen plugs are all removed; a 
blood-coloured and very fetid serum is dis- 
charged. The cavity is deep, and large 
enough to contain an orange. It presents a 
black and gangrenous-looking surface ; its 
edges are irregular, hard, inverted, and of a 
bluish colour; the surrounding parts are 
swollen, possessing a scirrhous hardness, 
and affected with pains of a lancinating cha- 
racter. Below the cavity, the integuments 
are greatly puckered, and drawn in towards 
the bone. The patient is much emaciated. 
His face has a tallowish-white hue, and pre- 
sents that distressing expression which has 
been named by the French, “ Face grippée.” 
Pulse feeble and quick ; tongue clean and 
pale ; the patient feels very weak and faint 
towards evening, and has night perspirations. 
There are no physical signs of disease of 
the lungs. The bowels are rather confined. 
Aperient medicine ordered. Lint, soaked 
in a solution of the nitrate of silver, intro- 
duced into the cavity. 

13. Bowels relieved; the evacuation un- 
attended by pain, but followed by slight 
haemorrhage from the cavity. 

14. A dark spongy substance is springing 
up from the bottom of the cavity; a thin 
ichorous fluid, having an extremely offen 
sive odour, escapes on the removal of the 
dressings. Lint, dipped in a solution of the 
chloride of lime, is applied to the fungus, 
and moderate compression is employed. 
Patient takes quinine, and dilute sulphuric 
acid. 

24. Fungus much larger; occasional 
hemorrhage; night perspirations continue. 
Quinine and porter taken daily. 

August 2. A great quantity of blood es- 
caped dnring the night. The fungus pro- 
trudes at the lower angle of the opening. 
Debility and emaciation increasing. 

September 4. Since the last report, blood 
has occasionally flowed from the part, and 
generally after the removal of the dressings. 
The fungus is sometimes reduced in bulk, 
but almost constantly increases after the 
loss of blood. Immediately below the fold 
of the buttock, numerous and deep fissures 
are seen extending in various directions. 
Every attempt to examine witha probe either 
these fissures, or the cavity, was followed 
by profusehemorrhage. At the upper angle 
of the cavity, there are two small tuberiform 
excrescences, having a deep purple colour. 
The fungus has assumed a greenish-grey 
hue, and patient feels very weak ; pulse fee- 
ble and rapid ; tongue slightly coated; the 
appetite continues good, Quinine mixture 
repeated. Small doses of conium are taken 
occasionally. 

25. Profuse bleeding occurred, and the 





ceeded in removing only part of the linen 





fungus has again become enlarged. 
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October 6. The hemorrhage not so fre- 
quent, 

November 4. But little oozing of blood 
lately. The fungus may be said to have dis- 
appeared, and ia its place are discovered 
flabby, unhealthy granulations. Chloride 
of lime omitted. 

18. A fungus of a deep black colour has 
arisen; patient complains of pain in the 
right lung, and has a slight cough ; he loses 
flesh rapidly ; night perspirations are con- 
stant. Solution of the chloride of lime re- 
«sumed. 

22. The fungus has again disappeared. 

December 5. Cough very troublesome; 
dull pain in the chest. Percussion yields 
a dull sound over the greater part of the 
right lung ; respiratory murmur very indis- 
tinct over the superior part of the lung, in- 
audible in the lower half; the liver is slightly 
enlarged ; pulse 112, thready; tongue red, 
and glazed. Expectorants ordered for the 
cough. 

14, A soft elastic swelling, of the size of 
a walnut, has suddenly appeared. It is si- 
tuated a little below the fissures. Cough 
and pain in the chest inereased. Patient 
has restless nights, and is in very low 
spirits. 

23. The tumour, which was first seen on 
the L4th, is much larger, soft, and very 
elastic. 

20. The apex of this swelling has ulcer- 
ated, from which a dark-coloured fungus has 
projected. 

1836, January 3. The tumour is not very 
painful, but discharges a dark fluid, mixed 
with blood, and very ollensive. Chloride of 
lime is applied. 

7. Fungus considerably smaller; the in- 
teguments over the sacrum and right hip, 
look red. Patient takes opium and squills, 
in small doses, with evident relief from the 
cough. He has begged permission to return 
home, 

April 13. I have visited the patient, since 
the last report, once or twice a week. There 
has been a continued and profuse discharge 
of a serous fluid, which possesses snch a 
fetid odour as to render it impossible to con- 
tinue for any time in the same room with the 
patient. emorrhage sometimes occurs. 
The integuments of the thigh are inflamed 
and excoriated. The cough is very trouble- 
some, and the night perspirations produce 
great debility. The patient has scarcely 
strength enough to turn in his bed. From 
this period he gradually sank, and expired 
on the 28th. To my regret an autopsy was 
not permitted. 

Observations.—I could not feel satisfied in 
applying the name of “ Fungus Hamatodes” 
to the disease whose history has just been 
recorded, for although the soft fungus, and 
the frequent discharges of blood, seemed to 
be characteristic of that affection, yet the 
lancinating pains, the great hardness of the 





surrounding tissues, aud the puckering of the 
integuments, were indicative of cancer. The 
term, “ Carcinome Sanglante,” appeared to 
me to be the most appropriate, as it recog- 
nized the mixed nature of the disease. 

The chloruret of lime was a most valuable 
local application. Of its powers in arrest- 
ing the growth of the fungus I was fully 
convinced ; having sometimes purposely omit- 
ted its use for a day or two, I found the fun- 
gus invariably to increase in bulk. Inde- 
pendently, however, of its escharotic virtues, 
the chloruret of lime proved highly bene- 
ficial in overcoming the disgusting fetor of 
the discharges. 

As the nature and origin of the non-ana- 
logous accidental productions have been to 
pathologists a most interesting object of 
inquiry, I have ventured to offer a few ob- 
servations upon a theory lately promulgated 
by Mr. Carmichael, of Dublin. That dis- 
tinguished surgeon is of opinion, that tuber- 
cles and the different varieties of carcinoma, 
possess an independent existence, and “ that 
they form the last link in the chain of the 
last class of animals, the entozoa.” To sup- 
port his theory he asserts, that tubercles 
cannot be injected, and that they have no 
vascular communication with the organs 
in which they are imbedded, and that if they 
consisted of unorganized vitiated lymph, 
they could not continue in the body, without 
producing inflammation and suppuration. 
It may, however, be answered, that even if we 
cannot succeed in making an injection pene- 
trate into tubvercular substance, it is by no 
means improbable that vessels may exist, 
which are too minute to permit the entrance 
of the most delicate injection. (Professor 
Macartney publicly declared that he had 
injected tubercle!) Where is the anatomist 
who has been able to inject the crystalline 
lens? Yet, Professor Walther has repeat- 
edly seen minute red vessels in the very 
centre of that body, in certain morbid alter- 
ations of the eye. Again, it is admitted by 
most pathologists, that the variety of carci- 
noma called “ medullary sarcoma,” “ fungus 
hematodes,” &c., contains both cellular 
tissue and blood vessels, and that there isa 
vascular connection between the malignant 
formation and the organ in which it is in- 
cluded, The vessels which enter into the 
composition of carcinoma, are, according to 
Dr. Carswell, “ formed apart from the vas- 
cular system of the surrounding tissues, as 
they can be seen forming from small specks 
of blood situated at the centre, or at the cir- 
cumference, of the carginomatous mass, in 
the form of stria, or sl r streaks of blood, 


and gradually assuming a cylindrical ar- 
rangement and ramiform distribution, and 
thereby constituting what may be called the 
proper circulation of cephaloma.” 

Mr. Carmichael contends, also, for the 
parasitic nature of tubercles, because they 
resemble hydatids, in undergoing a trans- 
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mutation into a cheesy or cretaceous matter, 
composed of the carbonate and phosphate 
of lime,—salts which have never been de- 
tected in coagulable lymph. Now, in op- 
position to his hypothesis, it may be urged, 
that both the phosphate and carbonate of 
lime exist in the blood, and unless the 
clearest evidence be adduced to prove that 
tubercle is not secreted by the blood, the 
presence of these salts in that morbid pro- 
duct can no longer be a matter of surprise. 
Let us suppose, for the sake of argument, 
that these salts cannot be discovered by 
analysis in the blood, are we to conclude 
that their deposition from that fluid is im- 
possible? We know that urea, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, cannot, even by the 
most careful analysis, be detected in the 
blood ; yet, after extirpation of the kidneys, 
it has been found in that fluid, in appreci- 
able quantity. I feel but little hesitation in 
expressing my belief, that ali the morbid 
productions are elaborated in and deposited 
by the blood in the various textures of the 
body. The several varieties of carcinoma, 
encephaloid disease, fungus hwmatodes, 
melanosis, have been discovered in the blood 
by Andral, Beclard, Velpeau, Langstalf, 
and others. Tubercle has been found not 
only in the blood, but also included in 
coagulable lymph, separated from the 
blood. Dr. Armstrong had in his posses- 
sion some preparations, in which tubercles 
were seen to hang from the arterial capil- 
laries, like bunches of grapes from the 
shoots of a vine-branch. These are all 
most important facts, and tend to corrobo- 
rate the opinion entertained by many emi- 
nent pathologists, that these morbid matters 
are secreted by the blood. Inflammation 
alone can never, I feel convinced, be a cause 
of their formation. There must be an alte- 
ration in the qualities of the blood, and “a 
perversion of nutrition,” which favour the 
development of these accidental produc- 
tions. 





CASE OF 
MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE TESTIS, 
"IN A CHILD. 





To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—Tue Lancet of Dec. 12, 1835, re- 
cords two cases of diseased testicle, treated 
by Mr. Langstaff. I knew that gentleman 
when I was a pupil at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and I naturally felt somewhat 
interested in reading his paper, since a case 
of a similar character has fallen under my 
own care, which I beg leave to send for a 
place in Tue Lancer. I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

B. W. Brown, 
Wimeswould, Leicestershire, 
Jan. 1837. 





About ten months ago a very stout, 
healthy-looking boy, two years and a half 
old, was brought to me by his mother, with 
a considerable enlargement of the left scro- 
tum. A little fulness was observed in the 
part, when the child was rather more than 
a year old, but, as he never complained of 
any pain, appeared to be well in health, and 
played daily among other children, his 
parents did not think at all seriously of the 
case until last January, when the boy spoke 
of great pain in the part, which had by this 
time increased to nearly the size of a goose’s 
egg. It was bright, and of a somewhat 
purple, or dark reddish, colour, on which 
were seen several dark-coloured veins. I 
examined the part very minutely, bat was 
somewhat at a loss to ascertain the true 
character of the disease in one so young, 
The tamour presented considerable elas- 
ticity to the touch, in every part, but there 
was no transparency, and, therefore, I could 
not think the case to be one of hydrocele, 
unless there existed a morbid thickening of 
the tunica vaginalis. The cord was not 
affected. From the want of transparency, 
the weight of the tumour, and the want of 
the peculiar sensation to the touch in hydro- 
cele, I coucluded there was a disease of the 
body of the testicle, and was induced to try 
what palliative means might do, and as the 
boy was suffering apparently from great 
pain in the part, and the vessels were so 
distended, I directed the application of six 
leeches, warm fomentations, and the use of 
a suspensory bandage; at the same time he 
was ordered to take small doses of calomel, 
pro tempore, and an occasional opiate. This 
treatment afforded considerable relief; but, 
in a short time, the boy’s appetite began to 
fail; the pain at intervals was violent, and 
the enlargement increased, and was of a 
darkercolour. As the health was declining 
fast, I now proposed the immediate removal 
of the testis, as the only chance of doing the 
boy any good. At this, however, his parents 
hesitated, without first having another opi- 
nion, which was obtained. One said, that 
“ he thought there was a fluid in the upper 
part of thetumour ;” and another pronounc- 
ed the case to be one of “ chronic inflamma- 
tion of the testis, or its coats.” As I did 
not coincide with either opinion, I wished 
Mr. A. Henburrow, of Nottingham, surgeon 
to the hospital, to see the boy. Mr. H. said 
the operation of removal ought to be per- 
formed without delay, there being a disease 
of the gland itself. He added, that there 
was no other chance of saving the boy’s life, 
though that chance was a bad one, for it 
was very probable that the disease would 
make for the spine, or some other part, 
sooner or later. The parents, however, 
were averse from the operation for more than 
three weeks afterwards, but the poor boy’s 
sufferings continuing to increase, (for by 
this time there was paralysis of the lower 
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limbs), they consented. Dr. Sanderson, of 
Nottingham, being on a visit with me, 
kindly offered to assist me in the opera- 
tion. 

I made an incision nearly the whole length 
of the tumour, or down to the bottom of the 
scrotum, and removed the diseased part, 
which weighed nearly three ounces. The 
ligatures came away in due time, the wound 
healed in about eighteen days; and since 
the operation the boy had been free from 
pain, and slept soundly. In about ten or 
twelve weeks, however, after the removal 
of the part, the spine became considerably 
distorted, forming quite a curve, and the 
abdomen very greatly enlarged, the feces 
and urine being voided involuntarily. The 
hoy died fifteen weeks after the operation. 
I was not permitted to examine the body 
after death, or it is very probable that I 
should have found similar appearances to 
those so ably described by Mr. Langstaff in 
his cases. 

In the examination of the removed part, 
there was found a very considerable thick- 
ening of the tunica vaginalis and albu- 
ginea ; and on dividing the gland itself, and 
rubbing the finger over the divided surfaces, 
a quantity of whitish fluid escaped, of a 
tenacious character, and in the gland itself, 
the structure of which was destroyed, might 
be seen several dense yellowish masses, 
running into each other, with patches 
(lobules) of a bluish or semi-transparent 
appearance, in several parts, of about the 
size of peas, some larger. At the lower 
and anterior part there was a mass of a dark 
reddish and purple character. I have pre- 
served the part in spirits. 


*.* With the foregoing communication 
Mr. Brown forwarded to us a coloured 
drawing of the tumour (of the full size), 
taken immediately before the operation, 
and a coloured sketch, representing a sec- 
tion of the testicle immediately after, in the 
latter of which the thickening of the coats, 
and the internal appearance of the gland, 
areshown, As we cannot very well give wood 
engravings of the parts, the drawings shall 
be left with the publisher, at Tue Lancer 
Office, for the examination of any gentleman 
> mee be desirous of inspecting them.— 

=p. L. 





OIL OF TURPENTINE IN TETANUS. 


DR. PEACOCK’S THIRD CASE. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir :—I have the pleasure of sending you 
a third case in proof of the utility of turpen- 
tine in tetanus, and I trust that some of the 
hospital surgeons will take the first oppor- 
tunity of putting the remedy to the test in 





that disease, For the purpose of seeing our 
way distinctly I took care that no other 
means should be employed at the same time, 
and as the patient was an adult, the proper 
dose will be more readily ascertained. 


An unmarried lady, residing near Darling- 
ton, turned of 40 years of age, in assisting 
to spit a piece of beef wounded her thumb 
with a sharp bone, which caused her a great 
deal of pain, which she endeavoured to as- 
suage by poultices, but in vain, and not un- 
derstanding the cause of her suffering she 
did not apply for assistance until I was by 
accident thrown iu her way, when she told 
me that she not only had a lame thumb, but 
that the whole arm was painfully stiff and 
rigid, and she could not raise it to her head. 
The severe symptoms were just taking pos- 
session. She complained of having a very 
bad cold, which affected with pain and stiff- 
ness her head, neck, and collar-bone, and 
she had frequent shootings through her chest, 
and with them, painful catchings throughout 
the whole frame. Her back-bone was painfully 
rigid, and the severest pain was gradually 
extending itself downwards. Her jaw and 
throat were dry and painful, but did not 
prevent her from getting down a trifling 
morsel of food. I was obliged to declare 
what was the cause of her sufferings, but of 
this I immediately repented, for I did not 
know that she had lately seen in the Museum 
at Edinburgh a painting of a man in the last 
stage of opisthotonos. I need not say that 
the information gave her a terrible shock. 
Sixteen drops of the turpentine were given 
as soon as possible, with directions that it 
should be repeated every five or six hours, 
She did not like the medicine, as it made her 
a little sick, but she obeyed her directions 
religiously, and on the next day she con- 
fessed that the painful rigidity of her whole 
frame was somewhat relaxed. I told her 
to persevere, and that in another twenty-four 
hours she would be melted down like snow 
on a summer's day, which was actually the 
case. 

Considering the little I have seen of this 
complaint, I have acquired a complete con- 
fidence in the remedy ; but I should say that 
during the third aight the medicine had a 
troublesome effect upon the bladder. My 
patient told me, however, that if it was ouly 
occasioned by the medicine, she would bear 
it cheerfully, as she improved every hour 
in the tetanic affection. This will put the 
readers of Tue Lancet in mind of what Mr. 
Liston told them some time ago, of the prac- 
tice of some of the Indian tribes, of wound- 
ing the neck of the bladder in tetanus. 

We found the bowels readily acted upon 
by a couple of pills, first prescribed, I think, 
by Dr. Elliotson, composed of colocynth and 
aloes, and quickened by croton oil. Dr. 
Mason Good seems, in my opinion, to labour 
under a great mistake when he cautions the 
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faculty against giving brisk purgatives in 
tetanus. The few patients I have had of 
this kind, all seemed essentially benefited 
by their use. 

As tetanus and rabies seem nearly allied, 
and as nothing has given any relief in hydro- 
phobia, would not the turpentine be worth 
experiment? Mr. Youatt, of London, is a 
very intelligent man, and I dare say would 
render any assistance in his power in testing 
the medicine. I have the honour to remain, 
Sir, your most obliged servant, 

J. Peacock. 


Darlington, Jan. 1837. 





CEREBRAL CONGESTION. 
QUALITY OF THE BLOOD, 


Tue following is the substance of a valu- 
able paper which has been presented to the 
Medical Society of Angers, by M. J. Guer- 
TIN, entitled “Observations upon 
Points in the History of Cerebral Conges- 
tions,” and published in the Archires Géné- 
rales de Médicine for October, 1836 :— 


In the discussion of this subject I will 
content myself by stating facts which were 
observed with due attention, and which, 
generally speaking, confirm the symptoma- 
tology which has been given to the world by 
Professor Andra). 

Cerebral congestion consists in the pre- 
sence of a subordinate quantity of blood 
in the vessels of the encephalon, produced 
either by an increased afflux of that fluid, or 
an interruption of its return. Are the symp- 
toms of cerebral congestion attributable to 
the superabundance of blood alone? Is not 
the excessive richness of nutritive materials 
of that fluid sometimes the cause? These 
are serious questions with authors who have 
observed, first, the absolute inutility of 
bloodletting, even though frequently re- 
peated, in some cases; secondly, that this 
congestion frequent!y prevails amongst those 
persons who indulge in abundant and rich 
nourishment ; and, finally, that symptoms of 
excess of cerebral blood are prolonged in in- 
dividuals who, upon post-mortem examina- 
tion being made, have not displayed more 
than a normal quantity of blood in the ves- 
sels of the encephalon. 

Persons who for alength of time have pre- 
sented a plethoric constitution, suddenly fall 
down, without warning, and die, not showing 
any peculiarity of organization which throws 
light on the subject, even when autopsies 
are most carefully performed. No fulness 
of the cerebral vessels is perceived ; the 
blood does not contain more than the normal 


some 


quantity of fibrine. Is it ridiculous to sup 

pose that in such cases the blood had gradu 

ally arrived at that point of excessive rich 

ness which would no longer allow life to be 
maintained ? 


Case.—Pierre Dodin, aged 47, a stone ~ 
cutter, of middle size, and squat form, wa® 
received in the Hétel-Dieu at Angers, on th® 
6th of April, 1834. From his seventh or eight» 
year he had shown a remarkably plethori€ 
habit. The neck was short, the face red, 
the pulse full and rebounding; the perspi- 
ration was free; his muscular movements 
were slow ; he had frequent head, chs, par- 
ticularly in the forehead, and sometimes a 
stunning and a sensation of amazemeut. The 
patient was accustomed to excess of diet, 
and indulged in copious libations. He had 
been frequently bled or leeched ; sometimes 
his eyesight was better than usual, and his 
ideas were less obtuse ; but this improved 
state did not continue longer than two days. 
The torpor and stiffness always remained. 
He had never experienced a rapid determi- 
nation of blood to the head, nor had he beeu 
paralytic. These symptoms were remarked 
when he was received into the hospital. The 
respiratory functions, the circulatory system, 
and the digestion, were natural, only his ap- 
petite was inconsiderable, and he was easily 
satiated. He had no febrile symptom. 

Up to the 22d of April, 1834, he had been 
bled twice, to the extent of 14 ounces each 
time, and 25 leeches had been applied to 
the breech. At the same time an infusion 
of balm was used, but there was no sensible 
amelioration of the symptoms.—On the even- 
ing of the 22d, after having walked for the 
greater part of the day, (as he was accus- 
tomed), he laid down, at about 7 o’clock, 
and it was reported that he appeared to 
sleep tranquilly for about two hours. After 
midnight he called the overseer of the Infir- 
mary, and complained of a most violent 
headach, flashings of light, and stupor. Soon 
afterwards he lost his voice, and also his 
mental faculties. It was also observed that 
his limbs became rigid. He died in ten 
minutes afterwards. 

Dissection.—The muscles were well de- 
fined ; their outline was distinct, and the 
tint of the skin was slightly blue.-—Encepha- 
lon. The membranes of the cranium were 
sound. The superior longitudinal sinus con- 
tained consistent black blood, with some 
polypus concretions, about three inches in 
length. About an ounce of limpid serum 
was contained within the pia mater. The 
membranes were not unusually vascular. 
The volume, consistence, and general 
aspect of the encephalon, were normal, and 
when cut into fine slices, scarcely any red 
points were visible. Nearly an ounce of 
serum was contained in the ventricles. The 
cerebellum, the protuberance, and the spinal 
marrow, were in a natural state—Thoraz, 
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The lungs were sound, and crepitating 
throughout, and were slightly blue. One 
third of the posterior portion of the lungs, 
when cut into, was of a deep-red tint. There 
was no indication of pulmonary apoplexy, 
nor was there any softening of the substance 
of the lungs. The trachea and larynx were 
in anormal state. The right ventricle of the 
heart showed a slight eccentric hypertrophy. 
Black blood, in consistent clots, with abun- 
dant fibrinous concretions, filled, exactly, 
the two ventricles of the heart, and the arch 
of the aorta. The blood was somewhat ad- 
hesive, black, and clotted throughout in its 
texture. Several small zones, of a deep-red 
colour, were observed upon a certain part 
of the stomach. There was also a small 
white zone at the cardia. 

M. Guertin appended reports of several 
other cases to his communication, which it 
is not necessary to translate. We are aware 
that certain descriptions of blood circulate 
very readily in the vessels of the brain, and 
others do not. We need scarcely point out 
to our readers, by way of illustration, the 
difficulty with which the black and anormal 
blood in cholera cases circulated in the 
encephalon. 

“ Many patients,” says M. Guertin, 
“ displaying a striking resemblance in their 
aspect and progress, presented symptoms 
which have not been set forth in the eight 
forms of M. Andral. I do not know whether, 
in the fourth form, that illustrious Professor 
meant by ‘ irregularity,’ disorders of mobility, 
—not only,the convulsive motions and mus- 
cular rigidity, but also certain general mo- 
tions—a kind of play of the muscles—which 
I will signalize}in the following observations, 
joined to a certain degree of consciousness. 
In this case it will become me to combine 
these with this fourth form, but the few 
words which M. Andral bestows thereon, 
do not appear te me to comprehend, or in- 
clude, the symptoms noted in the subjoined 
instances. I have thought it advisable to 
combine them in one particular group.” 


We will give another case, out of several, 
which have been published by M. Guertin, 
and which, in our opinion, illustrates, very 
remarkably, the theory of that gentleman :— 

Cast.—A quarry-man, aged 25, of robust 
constitution and vigorous muscular power, 
was conveyed to the Hétel-Dieu, on the 24th 
of June, at three p.m. We may remark, that 
a month previously he had attended at the 
hospital for ordinary symptoms of cerebral 
plethora, and he said, at that time, that in 
other respects he was in ordinary health; 
but that at irregular periods, from two to 
four times annually, he was seized, in a gra- 
dual manner, with headachs, attended by a 
propensity to sleep, and that, very frequently, 
one bloodletting dissipated those symptoms. 
He had been in this state of health for about 
eight years. At two different times he had 





also experienced a loss of sensibility, and 
had suddenly heen restored to his wonted 
state of health. The persons who conveyed 
the patient to the hospital reported, that two 
days previously to the present attack, he 
had leanne of severe he’.dach, and that 
his countenance was flushed, when sud- 
denly, at the stone-quarry, at nine o’clock in 
the morning of that day, viz., June 24, he 
fell down in a state of insensibility, and 
became immoveable ; the face was red, and 
the limbs were stiff. He had no bleeding 
at the nose or mouth, but the respiration 
was hurried. He was carried to his own 
house in a state of unconsciousness. An 
hour afterwards he opened his eyes, and 
looked around him with an air of astonish- 
ment, and soon afterwards he began to move 
his limbs in a gentle manner. He was bled 
copiously. A quarter ofan hour afterwards 
he was seized with violent muscular motions, 
which suddenly subsided, and were again 
renewed; and in that state of the system he 
arrived at the hospital, These alternations 
had continued for two hours, 

Upon his arrival his face was bloated, 
and slightly violet in tint; the eyes were 
shut, and the pupils dilated. He turned 
himself very frequently, in a lively manner, 
on his bed; he had stunnings, and violent 
beatings of the carotids ; the respiration was 
a little hurried, being 30 per minute; there 
was a slight hindrance of breathing, and 
respiratory murmur ; he puffed in his respi- 
ration, to a certain extent; the pulse was 
strong and full, and 30 per minute ; and he 
was affected with a general sensation and 
prickling. His replies to questions pro- 
pounded to him were correct, but his arti- 
culation was hurried ; he was agitated, and 
did not know what position to assume. At 
times the respirations were deep, and also 
prolonged. 

Every twenty minutes, or thereabout, we 
remarked an augmented turgidity of the 
features, and an increase of animal heat; 
the agitation and restraint of respiration also 
increased ; he strove violently, and showed an 
augmentation of muscular power; he rolled 
about in his bed, and struck out right and 
left. He experienced a succession of these 
paroxysms, which only differed from each 
other by a diversity of tremors, and which 
were not followed by rigidity of the mem- 
bers nor by convulsions. These paroxysms 
commenced and terminated in a similar 
manner. 

Bloodletting to the extent of eighteen 
ounces was performed; and mustard cata- 
plasms were ordered, which it was found 
needful to secure in a proper manner. At 
about half-past eight o’clock he became ex- 
ceedingly weak, and coma succeeded the 
inordinate motions of the limbs, and soon 
afterwards the breathing became stertorous. 
He died at about four o’clock in the morn- 
ing, 
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Jirst a certain influence in the production of 


BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Post-mortem Examination twelve hours after 
death.—There was no exterior contraction 
of the body. The face was bloated and had 
a slightly blue tint. 

Brain.—On a careful examination of the 
encephalon, a fulness was found in the 
sinuses and in the vessels of the pia mater, 
which formed a well-grounded and uniform 
network upon that membrane, without any 
abnormal adhesions, or inflammation, or 
traces of inflammation. Thismembrane was 
in other respects sound, and contained about 
two ounces of serum in its cavity, The 
cerebral mass presented arosy aspect. There 
was no softening, nor any augmentation of 
density in any portion of the cerebrum. The 
venticles were sound, and the volume of the 
brain was normal. Upon slicing that organ, 
the medullary pulp was found to have a 
uniformly rosy hue. Little drops of blood, 
most of them not larger than a pin’s head, 
were observed to take their origin from 
thousands of apertures in the sliced portions 
of the brain. The substance of the cere- 
bellum appeared to be slightly softened 
throughout the whole mass, and showed 
more congestion than the cerebellum. The 
spinal marrow was sound, 

Thorax.—The third part of the posterior 
portion of the lungs showed a deep tint. 

Several parts of the lungs were friable. 
When cut intoslices they crepitated through- 
out the greatest portion of their extent. The 
colour of the slices, upon the posterior sides, 
was deep-tinted, and the posterior portions 
of the lungs scarcely floated in water. No 
apoplectic focus was discovered in the 
lungs. The heart was sound, voluminous, 
and normal with respect to its own propor- 
tions. The blood was black, and coagulated, 
in the right cavities. There was passive 
congestion of the liver, and also of the in- 
testines, but the mucous coat was sound, 


Remarks.—Although we cannot explain 
the affinity which obtains between the con- 
gestion and the affections which follow, in 
the reports which have been made, we can- 
not, nevertheless, refuse to accord to the 


the second, Numerous observations upon 
this point may perhaps lead to some new 
result, 


THE LANCET. 





London, Saturday, January 28th, 1837. 





Setpom could it happen that a proposal, 
or, rather, that a series of proposals, for ef- 
fecting any important change in an existing 
institution of ancient origin, would be heard 
without exciting a contest in the minds of 
the very persons who have been aggrieved 
by the burdens which it is sought to re- 
All may agree in acknowledging 
the presence and weight of the evil, whilst 
the widest difference of opinion may prevail 
as to the probable success of any suggested 
remedy, 

When the grievances are of so galling a 
nature as to urge the mind to the formation 
of hurried conclusions;—when, under a 
sense of wrong, passion usurps the prero- 
gative of the judgment, then, especially 
amongst the untutored and inexperienced of 
any class or classes of men, that scheme 
of redress which approaches nearest to a 
system of retaliation or revenge, ia the one 
which is most eagerly embraced: The me- 
dical practitioners of England have in view 


move, 


a far higher object than that of persecuting 
their now crest-fallen and humbled perse- 
Retaliation and revenge enter not 
into the elements of the scheme which they 
would adopt for regenerating the character 
of the profession, and for rendering the 
science of medicine a subject of study with 
the learned,and the practitioners of medicine 
objects of respect and attachment with the 


cutors, 


whole of the community. Still, in propos- 
ing a plan of Reform, a mode of removing 
the monstrous grievances which have so 
long oppressed the general body of medical 
practitioners in this country, it certainly 
could not be expected that any scheme would 
be devised which contained within it only 
one attribute, or arrangement, against which 
a single feasible objection could be main- 
tained. Hear the astounding fact, ye mer- 





cenary monopolists of our corrupt colleges! 
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Respecting the principles of the eloquent 
address which was written and read by the 
President of the British Medical Associa- 
tion at the late Meeting in Exeter Hall,— 
against the laws which had been framed for 
the government of the Association, there was 
but one condition, there was but one stipu- 
lation, which called forth objection, and, 
strange to relate, the objectors, active and 
passive, did not amount to six in the: whole 
of the assembly. It may readily be assumed, 
therefore, that the Provisional Council have 
fortified themselves in an impregnable posi- 
tion, and that in unfurling the banners of medi- 
cal reform they have planted their standard 
upon the solid foundations of truth and 
justice. It was urged as an objection against 
the fundamental principles of the Association, 
that physicians and surgeons who were not, 
and who had not been, general practitioners, 
were rendered ineligible, by the laws, to 
hold seats in the Council. Many are the 
communications which we have received on 
this subject. With one exception, however, 
they are all in favour of the laws of the As- 
sociation as they now stand. Two of these 
letters we have selected for publication—one 
the only production in favour of non-exclu- 
sion, and the other, one of several having a 
decidedly opposite tendency. 

As we dissent from the tone and temper of 
the letter signed “ A General Practitioner,” it 
would not have been chosen for publication 
had we not known that the writer, (who is a 
highly respectable and accomplished prac- 
titioner in this metropolis,) together with a 
surgeon of equal respectability ,from the coun- 
try, attended the meeting for the avowed 
purpose of joining the Association, but de- 
clined doing so, under an apprehension, and 
from no other cause whatever than, that the 
law which restricts the admission to the 
Council, to physicians and surgeons who 
either are or have been general practitioners, 
was to’be relaxed in terms and in applica- 
tion, if it were not to be altogether subverted 
by one of a totally different character. 

The fears of these gentlemen were certainly 
unfounded, We have examined the report 
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of the speakers with the utmost care, and 
cannot discover a single sentence which was 
uttered, either by the President or by any 
one member of the Provisional Council, 
which could warrant the seceders in holding 
the belief, that the qualification for admis- 
sion to the Council was to undergo the 
slightest change or modification. Certainly 
we cannot agree with our correspondent 
when he would exclude from the Council 
all physicians and surgeons who have left 
the ranks of general practitioners for the 
purpose of pursuing particular walks in 
their profession. If the law of exclusion 
were carried to this'’extent, it evidently would 
not be founded on, or supported by, any 
principle which involved the mental or pro- 
fessional ability of the excluded parties. It 
appears to us that the arguments on this 
subject may be embraced within a very nar- 
row compass. It is, after all, a question 
rather of fact than of argument, and the 
inferences from the admitted data are too 
obvious to require that they should be sup- 
ported, in the minds of our professional 
readers, by the aids of rhetoric. Nearly 
fifteen thousand medical practitioners in 
England and Wales have been taught, by 
years of direful experience, that the mere 
university physician, whether begotten by 
steam or by bigotry, and the mere hospital 
surgeon, constituting the “ pures” of the 
“highest ranks” in the profession, have 
combined with the heads of their own col- 
leges in order to oppress, stigmatise, insult, 
and degrade those whom they have had the 
insolence to denominate the “ subordinate” 
members of the profession. Could it be ex- 
pected, then, that the Provisional Council 
of the Association would be so utterly in- 
capable of fulfilling the high trust which 
was committed to their charge, as to allow 
the enemies of general practitioners to ex- 
ercise a single function of the governing 
body in the new Association? Certainly not. 
If they had been guilty of such a folly their 
labours might have closed ere they had 
commenced the undertaking. Now, they 
have contrived a test, the quality and effi- 
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ciency of which will be acknowledged by 
the thousands of their medical brethren 
throughout the empire. The wrongs of 
general practitioners are to be redressed,— 
the measures of relief are to be devised and 
enforced by general practitioners themselves, 
—the active labourers in the cause will all 
be identified in sympathy and suffering with 
the constituent body. At the same time, 
the Association proclaims to the public, that 
it is not a title, or an office improperly ac- 
quired in a public institution, which ought 
to secure to a man general confidence as 
a medical practitioner, but the fact that 
he has been educated in all the departments 
of his profession, and that his confidence in 
the extent of his experience, and in the 
soundness of his judgment, is best proved 
by his readiness to combat disease, in what- 
ever form it may assail his fellow-creatures. 
All the general practitioners in the kingdom 
will now have their minds fortified by the 
assurance, that their interests will not be 
sacrificed or betrayed, by a Council con- 
sisting of gentlemen who, to a man, either 
are, or have been, general practitioners in 
medicine ; and, further, that in such an Asso- 
ciation there will be no weak-minded Wick- 
nas or Crossts to insult them by requiring 
that they should pay homage to the Joun- 
stoves, Conotiys, and Forneses, who still 
help to swell out the ranks of their conceited 
persecutors, 

Wuen the Anatomy Act was passed, that 
measure was the best which, at the time, 
Mr. Warsurton could procure from Parlia- 
ment. It ought, in justice to the conductors 
of the whole of the schools of anatomy, to 
he stated, that if they had not entered into 
an amicable arrangement among themselves, 
and voluntarily agreed to submit to the re- 
gulations which the Inspector of Anatomy 
might deem it to be his duty to issue, they 
might have carried on, without control, 
what is aptly denominated, amongst com- 
petitors in the coal trade, the “ fighting sys- 
tem,” and have set all the parochial au- 
thorities in London by the ears, by their 





strenuous and not over scrupulous efforts 
to obtain subjects for dissection. The In- 
spector of Anatomy, therefore, owing to the 
judicious arrangements which have been 
made between that officer and the heads of 
the schools, is capable of exercising an 
authority over the distribution of bodies at 
the different establishments, to which au- 
thority the Act itself makes no reference. 
Hence the Inspector of Anatomy, with re- 
gard to the duties which he is called upon 
to discharge, is a highly responsible officer, 
not so much because it is a government ap- 
pointment as from the arrangements which 
have been necessarily made between that 
officer and the lecturers. 

On several occasions complaints have 
been communicated to the government of 
the manner in which the duties of the In- 
spector of Anatomy have been executed in 
Edinburgh, and at length the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department has com- 
pelled Dr. Cratere to resign his office. 
Upwards of two years since, a petition, 
signed by all the anatomical teachers in 
Edinburgh, was forwarded to the Home 
Office, praying that Dr. Crarcie should no 
longer be allowed to hold the situation of 
Inspector of Anatomy in that city. Amongst 
other reasons which were urged to procure 
his removal, the teachers of anatomy dis- 
tinctly stated that that individual, while 
visiting the schools, in his official capacity, 
was in the habit of making comments, and 


giving directions, to the students, for car- 


rying on their dissections, in so dictatorial 
and petulant a manner as not only to excite 
the indignation of the teachers, but the dis- 
gust and contempt of the different classes. 
The Secretary of State, however, did not 
expel him wholly on account of his conduct 
in the class-rooms, as one strong motive for 
his displacement was caused by his gross 
neglect of duty in not filling up the 
“ Returns,” in accordance with the forms 
which are required by the Act to be observ- 
ed,—an omission which was calculated to 
render the statute a perfectly nugatory 
measure, 





HOSPITAL SURGEON ASSISTANTSHIPS. 


INTERCEPTED LETTERS. 


ADVICE TO A YOUNG LONDON SURGEON. 
LETTER Il. 


“ Dear Sir :—In resuming the subject of 
my last brief letter, allow me to say, that 
you ought, if possible, to procure employ- 
ment as a private assistant to a hospital sur- 
geon. That is a difficult situation to obtain, 
particularly if you be the talented person 
your guardian describes you to be. It is 
much against the interest both of a pure 
surgeon and a pure physician to employ 
as his assistant in private practice aspiring 
young men, whose minds are accomplished 
and well-informed, whose manners are po- 
lished, and whose persons are engaging. 
Though I, myself, was possessed of all 
these in a slight degree, yet I was fortunate 
enough to get into Sir Everard Home’s em- 
ployment; but you ought to be prepared to 
meet with disappointment in your attempts 
to get such a situation, Sir Henry always 
laid it down as a rule, (and a most judicious 
one it was), that whenever he was out of 
town, or otherwise prevented ftom visiting a 
patient, to throw that duty on some pure 
physician whose manners were so coarse and 
vulgar, compared with his own, that the 
patients would never send for such an at- 
tendant at any future time, when they could 
procure Sir Henry himself; or he would 


recommend to them a dull, slow, and stupid 
Fellow, on whom he could rely for making 
so many blunders ; that the worthy Baronet’s 
return could never fail to give the greatest 


satisfaction to the patient. It is quite clear 
that had he employed a clever, active, 
straightforward practitioner on such occa- 
sions,—a man of science and of no buf- 
foonery,—the Baronet in all probability 
would never have seen one of the patients 
again. There is not, indeed, a surgeon of 
eminence, but myself, who employs an able 
professional assistant; and as it is impos- 
sible to be better suited than I am at pre- 
sent, and having secured the young man’s 
services by an appointment at St. George’s 
Hospital, you must not think that it is at all 
likely I can employ you. 

“ When, indeed, I look back on all that I 
went through with Sir Everard, I do not 
think that I should like to go over the same 
ground again; and therefore cannot consci- 
entiously recommend you to try it, though 
all my successful steps in life were got 
through him. I am, however, confident that 
even though I had never had any thing to do 
with Sir Everard, still that I was destined 
to be a distinguished surgeon. A man feels 
within his own bosom a sense of his powers, 
which I believe usually to be correct. 
Curious enough, not many months ago, as 
I was walking up South Audley-street, I 


met with an old accomplished female friend j bee! 





of mine, whom I had not seen for a long 
time. She warmly congratulated me on all 
my honours, fame, &c. &c., and told me the 
remarkable fact, that at a very early period 
of my history, when we were very intimate, 
one night,—while talking of myself, as 
Iam often in the habit of doing,—I made 
use of this expression to her:—‘ I am con- 
vinced that, some day or other, I shall be a 
great man !” 

“ During my long servitude with Sir Eve- 
rard, I was enabled to gain the good opinion 
of, and what was of still more importance, to 
get employed, by many of his patients. I 
was also able to make myself very useful 
at St. George’s, where he got me made an 
assistant; there had been no assistant-sur- 
geon in that hospital previously, but this 
little manoeuvre was easily managed by us. 
My services well merited all that Sir Everard 
could do for me. Few would have submit- 
ted to what I did; every one of his for- 
mer assistants had left in disgust. The latter 
years of his life were indeed intolerable. 
Always partial to the bottle, he became at 
last a regular sot, and jnmever went to bed 
sober. Besides, he was a haughty, super- 
cilious, overbearing, vain man, and a great 
tyrant to all those, such as myself, over 
whom he had authority. Being determined 
to rise to eminence, I philosophically sub- 
mitted to the degraded avocations he often 
forced upon me. But what still vexes me, 
and I am afraid it will be a thorn in my side 
all my life, is the exposé of the worthy 
Baronet’s having destroyed many folio 
volumes of John Hunter’s manuscripts, 
after having made use of their valuable 
contents for his own investigations and pis- 
covertes! In truth, he committed a crime 
which, of its kind, has no parallel. AsI 
was, unfortunately, during all the time he 
was making use of the stolen goods, not only 
his assistant both in public and private prac- 
tice, but worked for him a great deal amongst 
John Hunter’s preparations, &c., at the mu- 
seum of the College of Surgeons, making 
experiments on animals for him, and also 
dissections, I find it almost impessible to 
remove an impression which some of my 
professional brethren still entertain, that I 
must have known of the HunTERIAN RopBE- 
ries; and that I know some are ungenerous 
enough to wish to make it appear that I am 
a particeps criminis, as the lawyers call it. 
I think differently, and though in the eyes 
of the law a man who sees and conceals a 
theft committed, is equally criminal with 
the man who commits it, yet I am positive 
that this is not applicable to a case of literary 
rob When I was questioned on this 
vexatious subject by Mr. Warburton, before 
the Parliamentary Committee, I was much 
perplexed, and my friends who were present 
felt forme. I evaded as much as possible 
giving any direct answers, and had it not 
n for a mistaken though honest and 
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straightforward feeling of Mr. Clift, the 
astounding fact of the absolute annihilation 
of ten folto volumes of John Hunter's valu- 
able manuscripts would never have been 
brought to light. The matter had already 
been kept almost secret for a good number 
of years, and never would have come out 
had not that most iniquitous parliamentary 
inquiry been instituted. No one can accuse 
me of ever having said a word on the sub- 
ject. Iwas too well known to have been 
intimately connected with Sir Everard, and 
to have been actively engaged by him in his 
scientific pursuits, not to be fully convinced 
of the great importance of remaining silent 
relative to the destruction of the manuscript. 
The council of the College of Surgeons, too, 
were all satisfied of the propriety of not 
meddling with Sir Everard about it while 
he was alire, and trusted to the munificence 
of a kind Providence, that nothing would be 
discovered after his death. They were 
naturally afraid that if the Radicals got 
hold of it the unfortunate Baronet might 
have been dragged before the public, and as 
the Hunterian manuscripts were public pro- 
perty a criminal process might have been 
worked against him by the law officers of 
the crown. Some able lawyers are of opi- 
nion that the Baronet might have been re- 
commended a change of air, by making a 
voyage across the sea, to Van Dieman’s 
Land, or to spend a sober life in the hulks 
at Woolwich! I am so overwhelmed by 
these melancholy recollections I am incapa- 
ble of writing any more ; besides, her lady- 
ship has just summoned me to attend family 


prayers. Yours ever, 
*e 


“ Wednesday evening.” 





SURGEONS tn GENERAL PRACTICE, 
PHYSICIANS, & MERE SURGEONS, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer, 

Sir :—You broke ground as a medical 
journalist, in an original manner, You 
burst forth upon the profession as a radical 
amender of abuses, causing sensations, by 
your progress, which had never before been 
experienced, and bringing about emenda- 
tions so sudden and so sweeping, that those 
who recollect the state of the profession 
twenty years ago, and look at what it is 
now, cannot, whether your friends or your 
enemies, deny that you deserve well of your 
country. 

From your outset you have been the ad- 
vocate of the general practitioner, and 
although I am myself averse from the sys- 
tem of general practice, especially as 
respects out-medicines, yet I am satisfied 
that the greatest service you have rendered 
to society is to be found in the improvement 
that you have, I may say, enforced, in the 
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general and medical education of practi- 
tioners of that class. Before you began 
your labours they were of so inferior a caste, 
that the M.D.’s easily, and with some jus- 
tice, attained a supremacy in the profession; 
for it must be allowed that those who gra- 
duated, especially in Edinburgh, where 
Cullen, the Denmans, the Munros, and other 
distinguished men flourished, went through 
a regular course of education, and had their 
eyes opened, to enable them to see their 
own way in the further cultivation of medi- 
cal science in after-life. Those educated 
in London, and destined for general prac- 
tice, went through no such course. “ Tue 
Ports” did not require it, and every one re- 
collects that the only course of education 
required by the Royal College of Surgeons, 
consisted of two courses of anatomy, one 
course of surgery, and one year's hospital 
practice, or “ walking an hospital,” as it 
was called. How different are things now! 
The surgeon, apothecary, and man-midwife 
of the present day is of necessity obliged to 
go through a long and laborious course of 
education, and two examinations, as search- 
ing as any yet instituted, not to lay by Ox- 
ford or Cambridge, where the examinations, 
on Dr. Kidd’s showing, before Warburton’s 
committee, were always a mere farce, but 
by the University of Edinburgh the Alma 
Mater of the majority of, and certainly of 
some of, the most distinguished physicians 
that the United Kingdom has boasted of. 
Well, then, in what consists the difference 
between the general practitioner and the 
physician, seeing that in medical education 
they are perfectly upon a level? The differ- 
ence is entirely in the position that each 
takes, and in the rank that society assigns 
to those positions. Between the king's 
physician and the king’s apothecary, (or 
general practitioner, if the other title be less 
palatable), there is, in the estimation of the 
highest and the lowest, a decided distinction, 
and the same distinction prevails between 
a physician and a Pot, (I beg pardon, a 
general er agp throughout society. 
This distinction, or difference, with all your 
acknowledged power, you will never be able 
to level. The prejudices of the people are op- 
posed to you. The custom of the profession is 
opposed to you. And the often-proved fact, 
that those for whom there are no hopes as 
physicians, fall unnoticed and unknown into 
the ranks of the general practitioners, and 
there remain, some for life, others until a 
fitting opportunity offers for taking the other 
position, is also opposed to you. And, in 
addition to these circumstances, it is notori- 
ous that all those amongst the general prac- 
titioners who by talent and learning arrive 
at fame, take the earliest opportunity of 
abandoning the draught trade, and practising 
as physicians. 
t us now, Sir, (for you and I are old 
friends), be candid, and acknowledge that it 
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is this business of selling draughts,—and, 
in the charge for{the draughts and pills, 
charging for the opinion, or attendance, as is 
generally the case,—that lowers the general 
practitioner. You know, as well as I do, 
that every man of gentlemanly feeling loaths 
the practice, and feels that it degrades him. 
Why, then, do you uphold it?) Are you not 
holding a candle to the Devil, for the sake 
of selling Tue Lancet? You have succeeded 
in giving the general practitioner a good 
education, and now endeavour to give hima 
professional footing, which he never can 
have until he leaves the compounding and 
vending of medicines to the shop-keeping 
chemist and druggist. Let him practise 
medicine, surgery, and midwifery, under 
the title of “ doctor,” or “ surgeon.” There 
is no reason why he should not do so, but 
so long as he vends medicine he is a mere 
poacher on the manor of the physician, the 
surgeon, and the druggist. It is a rascally 
way of getting into practice, and has been 
the principal cause of retarding the progress 
of medical science in this country, as it has 
made drones of many who would have been 
industrious bees. ‘“ They manage these 
things better in France,” where young men, 
without a shilling to buy or bribe their way, 
arrive at fame and fortune, whilst in Eng- 
land it is the purse, and not the brains, that 
tells, it being as common a thing to sell 
practices as it is to sell oxen. But you ad- 
vocate all this, and having, in your place, 
as a member of parliament, an opportunity 
of urging on the King’s ministers the neces- 
sity of a reform, you have allowed them to 
institute a nondescript university, confer- 
ring on some of the old ladies of the Hall, 
and others, most of whom are but little 
superior, the power of granting doctors’ 
degrees. Ah! Wakley, Wakley, I fear that, 
like O’Connell, you are sniffing the air of 
Downing-street, and turning Whig. If you 
be you are undone, for the Whigs are pro- 
verbially ungrateful and treacherous. I 
am a medical Radical, a thorough Radical, 
and I shall never be satisfied with any 
reform short of prohibiting the medical at- 
tendant from furnishing the medicine. Will 
you have the courage to publish these senti- 
ments in The Lancer? 

ILLI EGO aut QuonDAM, 

London, Jan. 23, 1837. 





BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
DOCTORS, FORMERLY GENERAL PRACTITIONERS, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str :—I1 went to the meeting of General 
Practitioners at Exeter-Hall, in confident 
expectation of a realization of Tut Lancer’s 
statement that it would be essentially and 
traly confined in its offices and functions 





to that body, fully intending to join the 
Association at once, and to aid its opera. 
tions by every means practicable to honest 
zeal. The address of the chairman con- 
firmed this intention, which I should at once 
have carried into effect, but for the subse. 
quent events of the evening. 

First rose Dr. James Johnson, to object 
to the vital portion of the resolutions, which 
excluded from the council all but general 
practitioners, and he, of all men, in the 
tone of a conventicle, and with the air 
of a penitent, and his hand, when not 
on his belly, ever and anon wandering 
to that part of his person “ where the 
heart, in good men, is supposed to tend,” 
exhorted the meeting not to approve of the 
resolution, demanding that the officers of 
the projected society should invariably 
belong to the general, and never to the ez- 
clusive class of practitioners! Forgetting 
the flippant impertinence with which he 
enlivened the dull diffuseness of the last 
number of his quarterly ‘‘ Darby dilly with 
its six insides,” this worthy person talked 
for twenty minutes of liberality, disin- 
terestedness, and every virtue never seen 
in his pages, nor even in his “ Extra 
limites.” He was followed by another 
“liberal” doctor, of a less cautious and 
very different demeanour, Dr. Antony Tod 
Thomson. “Gods! how the fluent nonsense 
trickled from his tongue!” Of course he 
followed in the wake of his predecessor 
“dub,” and would have made wild work 
with the resolutions, by the assistance of 
a juvenile Toady, with which this some- 
what elderly liberal came attended. 

With bitter mortification I witnessed the 
success of the ad captandum arguments (ar- 
guments, bah!) of the worthy couple, and 
their partial success, in the subsequent in- 
vitation to them to become members of the 
council, on the plea that they had once 
been general practitioners. The answer to 
both should have been that which was 
made to a more dignified apostate than 
Johnson or Thomson,—“ No! you left our 
ranks as a deserter, and you shall not return 
to them as a spy.” 

I, Mr. Editor, have witnessed four or five 
failures of undertakings like the present; 
and unless great care be taken, this will fol- 
low the fate of the others. Essential to its 
success is the immediate rescinding of the 
resolution permitting “ Dubs” to be of 
the council, because they once were general 
practitioners. Admit physicians who are 
general, but, in God's name, reject the “ have 
beens.” What rational man would hire a 
servant who had been honest? Who take a 
wife who had been chaste? Who retains 
the friend who had been faithful? Is the 
physician who has been a general prac- 
titioner, a more faithful ally than the one 
who has not?’ Why, who would not expect 
more courage and fidelity from a volunteer, 





“oo. 446482 @& 


Saf -_ 


rill fol- 
1 to its 


DR. J. JOHNSON.—EDINBURGH MEDICAL CLASSES. 649 


a recruit, aye, even a conscript, than from 
a deserter from enemy? What would 
we call the shepherd who to the care of 
wolves and foxes consigned the flock? 
Where is the man who would consign his 
dove-cot to the custody “ of birds obscene, 
vultures, and mousing owls?” The answer 
is obvious. May the Association apply 
the moral, and save itself from a humiliating 
failure, which it is so easy to avoid. 

Let not the council expect any advantage 
of credit or advocacy from either of these 
doctors. If the Association cannot dis- 
pense with the credit of Dr. Thomson's 
adhesion, and the assistance of Dr. Johnson's 
Journal, it ought to fail. But first, to make 
its failure infamous as well as ridiculous, it 
should elect to its councils the “‘ scoundrels 
of the press,” make presidents of Cummin 
and Macleod, and select for its organ the 
Medical Gazette. Iam, Sir, your humble 
servant, 

A Genera PRACTITIONER. 

London, Jan. 23, 1837. 





INSULTS TO GENERAL PRACTITIONERS IN 
THE MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—I perfectly agree with your last 
week's correspondent, that the time has ar- 
rived for withdrawing the flag of truce so 
long respected by you in the case of Dr. J. 
Johnson. His impertinent inuendoes against 
General Practitioners fully merit the casti- 
gation which your correspondent has so 
effectually bestowed. Tue Lancer has done 
much for Dr. Johnson, were it only by its 
generous forbearance during the long time 
that he has been insulting the just cause 
which Tue Lancet has upheld, but also by 
the helps it has given him to more extensive 
notice with the profession and the public, 
by allowing some “ extraordinary case” to 
appear weekly in its valuable columns, of 
which the Doctor, with no small tact, de- 
livers himself at the Westminster, or other 
Medical Society. Whatever may be the 
opinions of Dr. Johnson and his hopeful son 
and coadjutor about General Practitioners, 
few persons of discrimination, I dare say, 
will care about them, from the insigni- 
ficant position which they hold, and are 
doomed to continue to hold, with the profes- 
sion. But it is bad taste, and rather too 
soon, at least for the Doctor, to exhibit con- 
tempt for the attainments of “parish sur- 
geons,” and General Practitioners in the 
mass. No wonder, perhaps, that he does 
so now that he thinks that he is “ indepen- 
dent” of those among his professional bre- 
thren whom he and “his son,” (aping the 
language of the “ son’s” patron,) consider as 
“subordinates.” Such conduct will not 





even serve to secure his legitimate incorpo- 
ration with the Fellows of the College of 
Physicians. If Dr. Johnson, as well as a 
host of other Scotch Dubs, had to discharge 
the duties belonging to an extensive general 
country practice, he and they would soon 
discover on how flimsy a foundation their 
supposed superiority—their classification 
with “the Brodie’s, the Bailey’s, and the 
William Hunter’s,” (save the mark !)— 
rests. That “superiority” would pretty 
soon be manifest to a Board of Guardians, 
or a deputy Poor-Law Commissioner, in the 
management of a compound fracture, or a 
difficult case of parturition. A man may 
be considered as very “eminent,” with a 
stock in trade of medical science, in the 
metropolis, which would render him per- 
fectly inefficient, if not contemptible, as a 
General Practitioner in the country. To 
this truth every experienced man will in- 
stantly subscribe. As for “ my son,” he may 
fairly be left in the hands of Mr. Aston Key, 
the “east-end” surgeon, who has already 
given a good account of the young gentle- 
man. I am,Sir, your obedient servant, 
Late a Provinctat Generar 
PRACTITIONER, 
Regent's Park, Jan. 19th, 1837. 





ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
SPY-SYSTEM AT EDINBURGH 
AGAINST MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir :—I beg, through the medium of your 
excellent Journal, to make a few remarks on 
the regulations lately passed by the College 
of Surgeons here, and which, in Tue Lan- 
cer for January 7, you very properly styled 
the “lecture-room spy-system.” I need 
scarcely inform you, that the conduct of the 
Council has created much disgust towards 
that body, on the part of both lecturers and 
students, and justly, inasmuch as it has 
reduced the former to the level of mere roll- 
calling schoolmasters, and the latter to ig- 
norant schoolboys. It is a mercy that they 
have not mentioned the birchrod in their 
manifesto. All must regard the “ late re- 
gulations” as conveying the idea, that the 
lecturers have been in the habit of granting 
certificates of proper attendance, indiscri- 
minately, which is false, while a direct 
stigma is thrown on the good sense of the 
students, as it tells them that they possess 
so little of that valuable commodity, as to 
neglect their own interests, therefore, the 
“ sapient” council must render a certain at- 
tendance, (not attention, ) at lectures, impera- 
tive. 

Now, Sir, ithascome tomy knowledge, that 
the fault has, hitherto, not been with the stu- 
dents, but with the system of examination 





to which the candidates for their diploma 
of the college has been subjected, for it 
cannot be denied, that if a proper examina- 
tion had been instituted, the examiners 
would have discovered whether the ns 
presenting themselves were properly edu- 
cated or not ; but although the Council have 
been granting diplomas for a long time, it 
is only lately that they have discovered this 
mare’s nest, Viz., that a medical pupil cannot 
acquire a knowledge of the profession with- 
out spending almost his whole time in the lec- 
ture-room ; the folly of this must make even a 
“ fresh and green novice” laugh. If there 
have been a lack of proper knowledge in 
many who have been examined at this col- 
lege, it has been occasioned by the regula- 
tions compelling students to neglect the hos- 
pital, the dissecting-room, and other places 
for procuring practical and demonstrative 
knowledge, for lectures which had better be 
read in books, and then driving them to the 
“ grinders” for instruction. 

The worst of the spy-regulations is, that 
many industrious and talented students will 
be obliged to lose a few lectures in the course 
of each session, either to attend to midwifery 
cases, (which occur at all hours,) or inter- 
esting port-mortem examinations. These, 
unavoidably, often interfere with the at- 
tendance of routine classes; the noxious 
regulations, consequently, will compel them 
to remain during another session of six 
months, perhaps even two, after they have 
acquired a thorough practical knowledge of 
the profession, in order to show themselves 
at the muster rolls, I am happy to say that 
it is the general opinion, that the college will 
suffer most by these puerile regulations, as 
many English students who would other- 
wise pass their examinations here, will re- 
pair to other Boards, and all who may be 
directed to study longer than the usual 
time, will undoubtedly follow their exam- 
ple. In conclusion, I may say truly, that 
the new “ order” of the Council will inflict 
a punishment on every talented and indus- 
trious medical student in this city, I have 
the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient 
humble servant, 

A Surrerer. 
Edinburgh, Jan. 18, 1837. 





WEBBSTREET SCHOOL. 
APPOINTMENT OF LECTURERS. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sin:—In the last number of your truly 
valuable Journal, I read with great astonish- 
ment a letter signed “ Spring Session ;” and 


which, regarding as suicidal, by the hand 
of its own absurdity, I was at first inclined 
to leave unnoticed. Farther reflection, how- 
ever, upon the production in question, has 





MR. GRAINGER’S SCHOOL. 


led me to believe it no less a oo than ap 
act of justice to our present hig ly-gifted 
lecturer on materia medica, to allude to it, 
in order to efface any injurious impression 
its calumnious misrepresentations might 
have created in the minds of the thoughtless 
about us,—an impression calculated also, 
not merely to mislead them, but to injure the 
reputation of a school that is not surpassed 
in its opportunities for affording anatomical 
and surgical knowledge, by any in Britain, 

It is neither, Sir, my prerogative to judge, 
nor my wish to impugn, the nature of the 
motives which dictated that letter. One thing, 
however, strikes its most superficial reader 
as certain—that no great regard for our 
much-loved teacher, Mr. Grainger, or anxiety 
to promote the’ interests of his school, 
prompted the effusion,—else, indeed, would 
the writer have rejoiced at a change which 
has already crowded the comparatively 
“deserted benches” with attentive and ad- 
miring students. And let me tell our hyper. 
critical author, that the individual he te 
ders is more than competent to improve even 
his own aspiring genius. A distinguished 
botanist, a zealous chemist, an enlightened 
physician, a concise and nervous lecturer,— 
we must attribute either to remarkable 
obtuseness of intellectual vision, or obliquity 
of moral sense, the failure of your corre- 
spondent to cull benefit from, and express 
gratitude for, his able instructions. 

As to the sapient question propounded 
towards the conclusion of his epistle, I con- 
fess my inability to appreciate its point, or 
comprehend its meaning. That Mr. Grainger 
compels his students to attend and fee a lec- 
turer on materia medica, is a piece of infor- 
mation novel in the highest degree to myself 
and the pupils of his school ; and is, more- 
over, completely disproved by the fact, that 
numbers of the gentlemen who heard his 
invaluable lectures on anatomy, have now 
resorted to Guy’s Hospital, in order to gain 
their information on the former subject from 
the lectures delivered there. With refer- 
ence to the “ prophetic” warning so kindly 
vouchsafed to Mr. Grainger in the closing 
sentence of this extraordinary communi- 
cation, we hardly know which to smile at 
first,—its oracular delivery, or laughable 
absurdity, Unendowed with the “ prophe- 
tic’’ mantle, and unable, therefore, with our 
friend, to span and predicate the future, we, 
nevertheless, hazard one prediction,—that so 
long as Mr. Grainger continues to employ the 
faculty he possesses in so eminent a degree, 
of obtaining the attachment and admiration 
of his pupils, the augury of this false and 
ill-omened “ prophet” need not disturb his 
security, or becloud his horizon, 

I have sent you, Sir, these observations, 
relying upon your invariable wish to cor- 
rect misrepresentation, and your anxious 
desire, at all times, to state facts. In vouch- 
ing for their truth, I shall be borne out by 
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every student in the classes of Webb-street. 
By giving them insertion, therefore, you will 
confer an obligation on your ardent admirer, 
and constant reader, 

J.B. M. Grey. 


30, Warner-street, Buckenham-square, 
New Kent Road. 





ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 


Tuesday, January 24, 1837. 
Mr. Ear te, President. 


DISCUSSION ON DR, WEATHERHEAD’S PAPER ON 
INFLAMMATION, 


The discussion on Dr. Weatherhead’s 
paper occupied the entire evening. 

r. J. Jounson, having paid compliments 
to the author on the very ingenious theory 
which he had constructed, said, that he 
agreed with him that the nervous system in 

| kinds of inftammation was first affected ; 
but he did not think that the author had 
roved this as he ought to have done. He 
bad taken the old definition of rubor, dolor, 
calor, tumor, Now, the presence of rubor did 
not prove or lead to the inference that the 
nervous system was engaged, for rubor and 
calor, too, might be produced in dead tis- 
sues, by injection. It would not be said 
that the nervous system was affected in such 
acase. Before rubor and calor took place, 
he would take blushing, as the author had 
referred to it. An impression was made 
upon the mind before the vascular system 
was excited, and the blush occurred. It 
was not uncommon, indeed, to observe a 
momentary pallor of the cheek before 
blushing. is proved that the sentient 
was affected before the vascular system. 
But a better illustration would be found in 
the application of a blister to any part of 
the skin. Long before rubor and calor took 
place, there was a morbid sensation of the 
part, There were five symptoms in all in- 
flammations, of whatever kind, lesio sensibi- 
litatis forming the first; rubor and calor 
came together, and one was not the effect of 
the other. He did not agree so much with 
the author’s supposition respecting the con- 
version of serosity into pus. He consider- 
ed that the formationfof pus followed a spe- 
cific action of the vessels, and although, as 
the author said, ‘pus had been found in the 
blood itself,” it was only in cases where 
there was inflammation of the lining mem- 
branes of the vessels. The glands had a 
specific action of their own. The bile, for 
~ aortas was a specific formation of the 
iver. 

Dr. Weatnerneap observed, that he had, 
as he had remarked at the commencement 





of his paper, avoided entering into a con- 
sideration of the nervous system, because it 
constitated an intricate question, and in- 
volved many doubts and inquiries. Re- 
garding the lesion of sensibility, we knew 
that when a pin was inserted into the body 
there was pain, from the wounding of a 
nerve. The rush of blood to the part was 
the effect of excitement caused by the 
wound. He had only brought forward 
blushing as a penumbra, illustrating some 
of the primary symptoms of inflammation. 
There was first excitement, then a rush of 
blood to the part, with increase of heat. It 
was to show that vessels were capable of a 
certain degree of extension without bad 
consequences ensuing. Friction also illus- 
trated this, if not continued too long. Dr. 
Johnson had omitted to notice one of his 
(Dr. W.’s) most important proofs of the 
change of serosity into pus, as instanced in 
the vesicle of the natural cow-pock becom- 
ing a pustule under our own eye, by its 
more liquid parts being absorbed. Regard- 
ing the function of secretion, Dr. J. had 
only advanced assertions regarding the bile. 
What proof did there exist that any was 
absorbed from the liver in cases of jaun- 
dice? Before yellowness of the surface 
came on in that affection, the kidneys 
separated large quantities of bile frem the 
blood. 

Mr. Mactiwatn considered redness fre- 
quently to be useful, as showing us that in- 
flammation existed, but that it was not an 
essential symptom, for there might be in- 
flammation of a most destructive kind 
without redness; and redness might exist 
without inflammation. Regarding the in- 
terruption of the blood in the vessels of an 
inflamed part, he (Mr. M.) considered that 
there was no proof of such an assertion, 
He thought, indeed, that the blood was freer 
in its motion, the vessels being larger, and 
more blood being present. Hunter had 
said, that he would “ not venture to say 
that obstruction in the flow of blood was 
the cause of inflammation, but obstruction 
in the vessels might produce that diseased 
action.” This was a very different thing. 
He (Mr. M.) could not believe that serosity 
was converted into pus. When pus began 
to be secreted it was often, and, indeed, 
generally, attended with a secretion of a 
thinner kind, but when pus began to be 
fairly secreted, this was not the case. No- 
thing was to be detected in those surfaces 
which secreted pus, to substantiate Dr, 
Weatherhead’s belief. 

Mr. Howsu1r.—The experiments of Drs. 
Hastings and Phillip had proved’that there 
was a decrease in the velocity of the blood 
of an inflamed part; that when this inflam- 
mation proceeded to the destruction of the 
part, the circulation became slower and 
slower, until it ceased altogether, and the 
blood coagulated. But if the part returned 





to a state of health, the usual impetus of the 
blood returned. 

Dr. WEATHERHEAD referred to some expe- 
riments of Gendrin and Dr. Carswell, in 
support of his opinion of the decreased 
veledity of the blood in inflamed parts. 
The foot of a frog was stimulated until in- 
flammation was produced, and the motion of 
the blood was observed to be slower. 
These authors had observed, that after 
hemostosis was fairly established, the he- 
maticine disappeared, the albumen of the 
now colourless globules becoming converted 
into pus. 

Dr. Merriman inquired how the fact of 
decreased impetus in the blood of an in- 
flamed part agreed with the circumstance of 
a quick and full pulse, indicative of inflam- 
mation’ 

Dr. Weatuerneap said, he had accounted 
for this phenomenon in his paper. In local 
inflammation there was a rush of blood to 
the affected part, from the topical excite- 
ment. The heart, also, was sending the 
blood to the part as quickly as ever, but as 
it met with an obstruction there, it was 
turned back, and irritated the heart ; hence 
the constitutional fever, and the quickness 
and fulness of the pulse. 

Dr. CLENDINNING believed that he could 
mention a dozen experimentalists who had 
ascertained that the blood was decreased 
in velocity when inflammation was esta- 
blished. 

Mr. Eartr said, that with regard to the 
assertion made by Dr. Johnson, of lesio sen- 
sibilitatis always preceding all kinds of in- 
flammation, he would refer toa paper which 
he had published on animal heat, in the 
seventh volume of the Society’s “ Trans- 
actions,” in which he gave the result of 
several experiments on cases of paralysis. 
A man was admitted into St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital some years since, witha fracture of 
the clavicle, in which the axillary plexus 
of nerves was crushed. There was total 
paralysis of the upperextremity. A blister 
was applied to the back of the hand, which 
was perfectly insensible. Vesication, and 
the other signs of inflammatory action, with 
some difficulty were produced, yet not the 
slightest sensation was excited. In another 
case he had placed a paralysed arm ina tub 
of warm grains, which, though not too; hot 
for the healthy arm, produced vesication on 
the one that was paralysed. Ulceration 
followed, and an abscess formed in the 
axilla; yet there was no pain. Chronic 
abscesses, also, to a great extent, formed 
without pain. It must not be denied, on 


the other hand, that the irritation of a 
wounded nerve would produce pain and 
inflammation in the parts which that nerve 
supplied, as he had seen instanced in a case 
where the radial nerve had been wounded. 
On being irritated, the parts which it sup- 





INCARCERATED HERNIA. 


Sir E. Home had mentioned a case in which 
inflammation and disorganization of the 
stomach followed the passing of a needleful 
of silk through the par vagum. The influ- 
ence of the nerves in producing a rush of 
blood to a part, was well exemplified in the 
effect of mental emotion on the erection of 
the penis. 





WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Saturday, January 21st, 1836. 
Mr. Quatn, President. 





HERNIA,—TRUSSES, 

The epidemic very much diminishes the 
number of attendants at this Society, as well 
as others, and takes the usual spirit from 
the proceedings. A rambling conversation 
occupied almost the entire evening to-day. 
The subject was hernia. Our notice of the 
discussion may be brief. 

Mr. Hare Tromson related the following 
case :—A woman, aged 60, was admitted 
into the Westminster Hospital, on Wednes- 
day night last, with symptoms of strangu- 
lated femoral hernia. The usual means of 
reduction having failed, Mr. Guthrie was 
sent for, who, on his arrival, again em- 
ployed the taxis without any apparent 
result. The gut was found to be incarce- 
rated, but not strangulated ; there had been 
no motion since the previous Saturday ; there 
was no pain, nor other urgent symptom 
requiring an operation. On the Thursday 
morning, Mr. Thomson, observing nothing 
particularly urgent in the case, except the 
constipation ; directed enemata te be given, 
but no fecal matter was dejected. Under 
this state of things the woman was rapidly 
sinking, and he (Mr. Thomson) found it was 
necessary that something decisive should be 
done. He thought the operation of reliev- 
ing the incarcerated gut should be resorted 
to. He proposed it, and the woman, who 
had got partly into a lethargic state, did not 
object. A short time before the operation 
was performed, and after it had been 
proposed, the patient had two motions. 
Nothing particularly difficult was expe- 
rienced in the operation. The intestine was 
easily returned to its normal situation. 
There was not any re-action during the 
night, after the operation. The woman died 
on the following morning. There was no 
appearance in the intestines to account for 
the fatal result. The part strangulated was 
a portion of the ileum, which looked rather 
more vascular than usual, Was it not pos- 
sible to account for the death of this patient, 
from the irritation produced by the complete 
obstruction of the peristaltic action of the 
bowels? There were two small aneurysms 
of the aorta. There is at the present time 





plied on the surface always became inflamed. 





another woman in the hospital with an in- 
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LEAD-COLIC. 


carcerated hernia; but as she passes her 
feces, nothing is done, 

Mr. Tuvrnam added to the history of the 
case, that two or three hours after the oper- 
ation, symptoms of severe peritonitis came 
on, Leeches were applied to the abdomen, 
but afforded no relief. In six or eight hours 
after, the woman died. A perforation, ap- 
parently the effects of inflammation, caused 
by the constriction, was detected at the 
lower portion of the intestine which had 
been incarcerated. 

Dr. J. Jounson considered the lesions 
observed to be quite sufficient to account 
for death in Mr. Thomson’s case. It was a 
curious fact, that the fecal evacuations 
should have been suspended for several 
days, which could not have arisen from the 
incarceration of the intestine, as free evacua- 
tions took place before any operation was 
performed, and the feces could not have 
accumulated below the incarceration, It 
was a fact, that faecal evacuation might be 
suspended a considerable time in incarce- 
rated hernia, yet would become copious and 
free during the incarceration. The practi- 
tioner then says, “There is a passage through 
the bowel, and my patient is secure,” and is 
thus thrown off his guard, and the patient 
perishes, He (Dr. Johnson) had seen cases 
in point. Death occurred in such cases, 
probably merely from the pressure of the 
parts concerned on the delicate and highly 
sensitive intestine. Mr. Thomson’s case 
indicated the necessity of early operations 
in instances where the taxis was not effec- 
tual. 

Mr. Quatn.—The moment the peritoneum 
is epened, there is an effect produced, which 
effect frequently, especially in old persons, 
causes a shock from which they never reco- 
ver, He had seen persons fall back as ina 
faint, the instant the peritoneum was opened. 
He then asked the opinion of the Society, as 
to the extension of the practice of com- 
pleting the operation, without opening the 
peritoneum at all? 

Dr, Cuowne had heard of a plan of reduc- 
ing strangulated hernia by means of a cup- 
ping-glass being placed above the abdominal 
ring. Had any member tried it? 

Mr. Tomson had tried it once without 
success. With regard to the observation 
of Mr. Quain, he did not think that surgical 
wounds of the peritoneum were of such 
grave importance as some had endeavoured 
to make them out to be. 

Mr. SmitH supposed that Mr. Quain al- 
luded to the result of the inflammation 
which had existed prior to the operation, 
in cases in which the peritoneum was 
opened in old people. Regarding dividing the 
stricture external to the sac, which had been 
proposed by some surgeons, it was only ap- 
plicable in recent cases of hernia, which 
were very few in comparison with others 
requiring operation, In an hospital which 





he had attended for many years, and which 
received a great number of cases of hernia 
for operation, he only remembered two that 
were favourable to such operation. 

Dr. Wiitiams thought that Dr. Arnott’s 
plan of applying a column of mercury to the 
hernia was much more likely to reduce it 
than the use of the cupping-glass; the pres- 
sure would be more certain and concen- 
trated. 

Some observations were afterwards made 
on trasses, in which Mr. Lucas said he be- 
lieved a patient of his had been radically 
cured of a recent hernia, by wearing the 
wooden pad introduced into use by Mr. 
Carpenter. 

Mr. CosteLto considered that the princi- 
ple upon which all trusses were constructed, 
viz., that of applying pressure on the part, 
was radically bad, and, instead of promot- 
ing, retarded, if not prevented, adhesion 
from taking place. He should shortly in- 
troduce to the notice of the Society, a truss 
which he considered far superior to any 
hitherto employed, and in which simple re- 
sistance was the principle on which a cure 
was attempted. 


Errata last week, page 613, col. 2, line 
4 from bottom, for “in the case,” read as én 
the case ; page 614, line 5, for “ the female, 
Martin,” read the free martin. 


Lonpon Mepicat Society, Jan. 23, 1837. 
—lIn consequence of the absence of almost 
every member, the Society again adjourned 
without any proceedings to report. 





NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 





Ricwarp Hussey, aged 24, was admitted 
Dec. 13, 1836. He is by trade a painter, 
and has had an attack of lead-colic annually 
for fifteen years, occurring about the com- 
mencement ofthe winter. The bodily health 
in other respects has been good. 

The present attack commenced, about three 
weeks ago, with a pricking sensation at the 
pit of the stomach, gradually amounting to 
pain, which would be more violent at in- 
tervals, drawing him double. There have 
not been above six or seven stools since the 
commencement of the attack, and those 
were produced by senna and salts. He has 
no appetite, and vomits several times during 
the day, producing, for the time, hard lumps 
in the region of the stomach, which, how- 
ever, disappear on friction being applied. 
Frequent and violent attacks of cramp have 
been felt in various parts of the body, but 
occurring more particulary in the hands and 
feet, when those parts were first put in mo- 
tion after au interval of rest. The stomach 
has not retained anything for the last fort- 
night, and he has become much emaciated 





since the commencement of his illness. He 
has used the warm bath, and has applied 
leeches to the bowels, with some temporary 
relief. The pulse is 112, small, and rather 
weak, Tongue coated with a thick, light- 
yellowcrust, Urine scanty, and high colour- 
ed; he is alittle feverish andjhirsty. Pressure 
relieves the pain, and cold increases it. The 
duration of the annual attacks has varied 
from two days to three weeks, but the first 
far exceeded the following ones both in 
violence and duration. The warm bath has 
been found serviceable in all the attacks. 
He has never lost the use of any of his joints, 
but finds the wrists not so strong as usual. 
Dr. Elliotson observed, that it was rather 
remarkable that after so many attacks the 
muscles had not been more affected, and 
that there was no sans of the hand. 

14th, Ascruple of calomel was given, and 
an ounce of castor oil two hours afterwards, 
and two minims of creosote in some mucilage 
four times daily. 

15. The creosote enabled him to keep the 
oil upon his stomach, but he is still troubled 
with vomiting occasionally; the fluid eject- 
ed is of a dark colour and acid smell; he is 
very flatulent, and the bowels are rather 
tympanitic ; in other respects the same as 
yesterday. Half a drop of croton oil was 
ordered every hour, until the bowels are 
moved, followed by two minim doses of cre- 
sote. This morning an enema was adminis- 


tered, consisting of two ounces of spirits of 
turpentine with two pints of gruel; this 


has not yet acted. 

16. Has suffered considerable pain during 
the night, and vomited a quantity of fluid of 
the same character as before. The bowels 
have been fully opened ; he felt faint after 
each motion. The abdomen is not at all 
distended or painful on pressure, but he is 
affected with severe cramps, to relieve which 
half a grain of muriate of morphia at bed- 
time. 

17. He feels better to-day, and has no 
sickness; the bowels have been freely 
opened by the pills ; has cramps in the ab- 
domen and rigors occasionally. The pills 


LEAD-COLIC.—PERFORATION OF THE STOMACH. 


were ordered to be given with each dose of 
the creosote ; flatulence was produced by 
this, and two minims ofcajeput oil, in a pill, 
was ordered every third hour. 

24. Free from pain, but vomits occasion. 
ally some fluid of an acid taste. Four 
drops of creosote, and the same quantity of 
cajeput oil, every three hours. Two pints 
of milk daily. 

27. Complains of severe pain in the epi- 
gastric and left hypochondriac regions; 
this pain is relieved by pressure; he also 
felt very cold. There was tenderness of the 
epigastrium, indicative of inflammation, and 
although he was very weak, it was thought 
necessary to take six ounces of blood, and 
to apply a blister to the abdomen. Ten 
grains of calomel were given, and ordered 
to be repeated in three hours, with two 
drachms of sulphate of magnesia, in pepper- 
mint-water, every hour, until the bowels 
were moved. In the evening twenty leeches 
were applied to the epigastrium and left 
side, the signs of gastritis continuing. 

28. The bowels have been moved, but 
still complains of pain, and this morning 
vomited a large quantity of blood, amount- 
ing to about half a pint. He took some 
wine, which rallied him ; and twenty minims 
of turpentine were ordered every hour inan 
ounce of milk. Three grains of acetate of 
lead, in a pill, were ordered between each 
dose of the turpentine. The hemorrhage 
stopped, and he seemed to be getting a little 
stronger, but delirium came on, and he 
sank and died. 


Autopsy, forty hours after Death—The 
body was much emaciated, and blanched. 
The brain, externally, looked ve le, and 
nothing particularl was odin | In its in- 
terior, except great paleness of its whole 
substance, The lungs were pale, pervious, 
and crepitating. No fluid in the pericar- 
dium; all the cavities empty of blood; 
valves healthy. Exterior pale, rather soft, 
and easily torn. 

The liver was pale and soft, extensively 
stained with bile of a deep-blue colour; 





were omitted. Three minims of creosote to 
be given every six hours. 

19. No sickness since last report ; appe- 
tite better; as he has had no stool for two 
days, half a drop of croton oil to be given 
directly, and repeated if necessary. 

20. Bowels relieved; there is violent 
pain, but no vomiting. Dr. EL.totson said, 
it was evident there was something more 
than usual in this case, for though some- 
times after colic there might be gastrodynia, 
the pain this patient suffered was of a 
severe, sometimes, indeed, of a violent cha- 
racter; his bowels, also, had been well 
kept open, yet the pain continued to occur 
as violent as ever. He had found the gas- 
trodynia following colic relieved by the 
hydrocyanic acid, two minims of which 





pleen small; kidneys small, pale, and soft; 
pancreas natural; small intestines rather 
large in volume, coats thin and transparent, 
and contained a dark coloured matter, ap- 
parently blood, acted upon by the acids of 
the alimentary canal; stomach about the 
natural size. On raising the small lobe of 
the liver, a perforation was observed in the 
anterior wall of the stomach, near the middle 
of the lesser curvature, about the size of a 
half-penny. Its margins were thin, and ra- 
ther dark; no adhesions were visible; no 
signs of lymph. The surface of the liver, 
covering the aperture, was simply darkened. 
The stomach contained a large quantity of 
dark-red or black fluid, similar to what had 
been vomited. It appeared to be bloody 
fluid, blackened by the acid secretions ; the 





LETTERS FROM DUBLIN. 


mucous membrane was pale, but appeared 
thick, and was thrown into very large ruge. 
The perforation had taken place at the bot- 
tom of a deep ulcer, of three or four times 
the size of the aperture; its surface was 
pale, the edges much thickened, and indur- 
ated; three small openings were observed 
to have been made on vessels ramifying on 
the ulcerated surface. Onthe posterior wall 
of the stomach, nearly opposite the former, 
was another ulcer, of about the same extent 
and appearance, In the middle of this was 
a granular-looking substance, of a reddish- 
white colour, and firmish texture, which, on 
examination, proved to be the pancreas, 
which had projected through what had ap- 
parently been a perforation, and had con- 
tracted adhesions toits margin, ,The perito- 
neum appeared healthy. 


In lecturing on this case, Dr. ELtiorson 
observed, that there was no disease more 
obscure than organic disease of the stomach. 
Persons would die without its existence 
being suspected, vomiting coming on a little 
before death, The symptoms frequently 
were simply those of dyspepsia. This man, 
no doubt, had structural disease of the sto- 
mach when he was admitted, but the symp- 
toms were merged in those of the colic. 





DUBLIN, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin:—My eye has just caught an epistle 
in your last Number, signed “ G, T, Hay- 
den.” Such an effusion, under any circum- 
stances, might safely be left to its intrinsic 
merits, and certainly it should not now be 
noticed by me, had the writer confined him- 
self to what alone concerned him. He has, 
however, introduced much irrelevant matter, 
and with an imputation against the veracity 
of your correspondent. 

It is right to admit that his “ original” is 
the institution alluded to. As your corre- 
spondent, I was bound to notice a report 
which bore on the subject of communica- 
tion, and which was universally believed, 
The matter, however, was only mentioned 
as a report, and how is it now controverted? 
By Mr. Hayden’s free admission of four 
cases, where the rumour was founded on 
fact. Two of these gratuitous cases Mr, 
Hayden patronised, for reasons which, in 
the opinion of the generality of persons, 
should urge them to patronise him ; and 
into the merits of the other two “ delicacy 
forbids to enter.” This is, certainly, an 
“ original” mode of refuting a “slanderous 
statement,”—to record four cases of its 
truth. 

Putting aside a little original puffing of 
his school, let me notice the writer’s state- 
ment, “¢ 1 have been ten years teaching my 
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profession.” This admission, instead of at 
once refuting my argument, and impugning 
my veracity, confirms the one and illustrates 
the other, He began to teach, that is, to be 
a professor, immediately on getting his 
licence, And what was his stock in trade? 
Why, just so much knowledge (?) as was 
requisite to obtain the licence. But it is 
clear this Original does not yetcomprehend 
the difference between grinding for the 
licence in surgery,and teaching the profession 
of medicine, 

But Mr. Hayden is quite mistaken, if he, 
for one moment, imagines that either his 
“ original” is of sufficient importance to be 
the subject of “ attempts,” whether suc- 
cessful or “ abortive,” at destruction, except 
so far, indeed, as either the one or the other 
may come within range of that vicious sys- 
tem against which Tue Lancer has vowed 
war to the knife. He may endeavour to 
force himself into notice by unnecessary 
discussion, but Tue Lancet has higher and 
more important duties to perform than afford- 
ing him the opportunity, Of this, however, he 
may rest assured, that if he possesses merit 
and deserves success, (a matter upon which 
we express no opinion), neither Tue Lancer 
nor its correspondent harbours the slightest 
wish against his prosperity. Your obedi- 
ent servant, your 

Dustin CoRResPoNnDENT. 

Dublin, Jan. 22, 1837. 





THE NEW UNIVERSITY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir:—Permit me to ask you a most im- 
portant question, If a person becomes a 
graduate in pharmacy, under the new charter 
of the London University, is he at liberty 
to attach the pharmaceutic branch to the 
practice of surgery? and will the University 
diploma in pharmacy, take him from the 
clutches of the Apothecaries’ Hall and the 
College of Surgeons in Ireland ? 

The licentiate of the Lrish College is placed 
in a hard predicament; he is made to sign a 
bond in £500, and to swear not to deal any 
way in s within 10 miles of Dublin; 
and, yet, without dealing in drugs, (as a 
general practitioner, ) he can get no business 
atall. It is true the college say, or rather 
have it said, they will not take notice of 
breach of bond or oath, but if they are 
honest, why swear men, and why make them 
sign the bond? But whatever be the real 
feeling of the College of Surgeons, no dis- 
tance from town, nor any thing else but 
serving an apprenticeship, and going in for 
an examination, can touch the tender nerves 
of the Irish Hags of Rhubarb Hall. This 
gives their alumni a most unfair advantage ; 
they can add surgeon and doctor to ei 
licence to physic and drug, and so become 





the general practitioners every where, but 
we poor devils are entirely shut out from 
business, and may go starve. 

Let me ask, where is the remedy for all 
this? Shall we appeal to the College of 
Surgeons? They don’t care about us; they 
have already got the price of our licence, 
and that corporation is managed by those 
who have very different feelings, and very 
different interests, indeed,’from that numer- 
ous and indignant class of which I am 

One Licentiate. 
Dublin, 12th Jan. 1837. 


*,* In reply to the whole of the foregoing 
questions and remarks, it may be stated, 
that the charter for founding the new Uni- 
versity in this metropolis, does not either 
abrogate or extend any one existing law re- 
lating to the practice of medicine in any part 
of the British monarchy.—Eb. L. 





THE INFLUENZA IN THE HOUSE 
OF CORRECTION, 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—I am too great an admirer of inde- 
pendence, if not in circumstances, at least 
in spirit, to comply with the rude and dic- 
tatorial appeal made to me in Tue Lancet 
of Saturday last. If you consider the in- 
formation which I am in possession of worthy 
of publication, I shall be most happy, with- 
out the threat of magisterial interference, 
and when courteously addressed, to give 
you all the particulars of what you are 
pleased to designate the alarming mortality 
in the House of Correction, arising from the 
prevailing influenza, and which you so in- 
aptly term “ inflammatory disease.” 

I cannot resist adding, how deeply it is 
to be regretted that you and your antagonist 
allow the violence of party feeling to inter- 
fere with professional communications, and 
that the cause of humanity and science 
are sacrificed at the shrine of political hos- 
tility. I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Henry WAKEFIELD, 

Lansdowne-place, Jan. 25, 1837. 

*,* In giving insertion to this note, we 
may remark, that, as we certainly do consi- 
der the information of which Mr.WakeEFIELD, 
as surgeon of such an extensive prison as 
the House of Correction, must be in posses- 
sion, of importance, we should be glad to 
have an opportunity of placing an account of 
the results of his experience relative to the 
epidemic, before the publie. 

Mr. WakeFIELD appears to be of opinion 
that it is not correct to designate the influ- 
enza “an inflammatory disease.” Unfortu- 
nately, the opportunity of setting this matter 
at rest, by post-mortem examination, would, 
we should think, render the question one of 
fact, and not one of doubt or speculation, 
in the annals of pathology. Never, proba- 
bly, were the characteristics of a malady 





NOTES FROM MR. WAKEFIELD AND DR. M. HALL. 


more modified by peculiarity of constitution, 
occupation, and situation, than in the present 
epidemic ; and, certainly, if the disease were 
not treated as an inflammatory affection when 
it attacks the well-fed ranks of life, the bu- 
siness of our undertakers would be increased 
to a frightful extent; but we are sincerely 
desirous of hearing whatever Mr. Wake. 
FIELD may have to say on the subject.—Ep.L, 





DIVORCEMENT OF GUY'S AND | 
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITALS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sirn-—A notice having appeared in the 
last week’s Gazette, to this effect, that, at 
a meeting of the Governors of St. Thomas's 
Hospital, the disunion of the hospitals should 
take place, you will greatly oblige us by 
inserting the following notice in your Jour. 
nal, as it will show that the studefits and 
authorities of Guy’s were the first who urged 
the separation. (The date of the notice proves 
the fact.) The notice has been posted on a 
conspicuous part of the hospital ever since 
the gross outrage was committed upon ‘the 
Guy’s students, by the officers and porteraof 
St. Thomas’s. Iam, Sir, your obedient ser. 
vant, 

F. G. F, 
Borough, Jan. 25, 1837. 
(copy.) 

“In consequence of the strong feelings 
which have been excited by the late occur. 
rence at St. Thomas’s Hospital, it is parti- 
cularly requested, that the gentlemen who 
have entered to the practice of this hospital, 
will, for the present, refrain from exercising 
their privilege of attending the operations 
or surgical practice of St. Thomas’s. 

“ Srewarp’s Orrice, 
“ Guy’s Hospital, Dec, 29, 1836.” 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sirn:—“* T. J.” in your last number, 
(p. 624,) is wrong in appealing to me. His 
appeal ought to have been made to Dr. 
Grant and Mr. Kiernan. J know nothing of 
the question which he would agitate. I ac- 
companied Mr. Kiernan to Dr. Grant’s, with 
the view of comparing Mr. Newport’s papers 
with the works of the anatomists who have 
preceded him. The result of our comparison 
was, that we were all as much at a loss as 
“T. J.” to discover on what ground the 
royal medal, certainly the highest reward of 
science in this country, could be awarded 
to Mr Newport. I am, Sir, your most obe- 
dient servant, 


Marswatt Hat. 
14, Manchester Square, 
Jan. 23, 1837 
P. S,—I think it right to add, that I have 
been informed, that Mr. Newport’s papers 
- er with approbation by Professor 
tiller. 
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